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JANUARY BRUNCH

Head of CUA’s School
of Nursing to Speak

arie T. Nolan, Dean of the Conway
School of Nursing at The Catholic
University of America, is scheduled to
deliver the keynote address at the
Society’s annual January Brunch on
Jan. 7, 2024. The annual event will
immediately follow the 10 a.m. Mass
for the Solemnity of the Epiphany at
St. Patrick’s Church in Washington, D.C.

Nolan, who holds
a doctorate in
nursing from
CUA, returned to
her alma mater in
May 2022 after
over two decades
in academic
leadership and
research on
improving the
care for patients
and their families
at the end of
life. At the time of her appointment,
she told The Catholic Herald of Arling-
ton: “To serve in this capacity at this
challenging time in our history will be
the greatest honor and privilege of my
career. The pandemic and the suffering
it has caused calls out to us to reclaim
what it means to be a nurse and more
specifically, what it means to be a nurse
from The Catholic University of America
Conway School of Nursing; a nurse
who recognizes each human person
as created in the image and likeness of
God with inherent dignity.”
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ADVENT 2023

OF THE JOHN CARROLL SOCIETY

71st ANNUAL RED MASS

Prayers Offered for Conversion of Hearts

peaking at the 71st annual Red Mass
on Oct. 1, Washington Auxiliary
Bishop Juan Esposito encouraged those

who work in law to offer generous service
to others. “We are all charged with foster- :

ing a good and just civil society. Lawyers
and judges and civil servants are entrust-
ed to be good stewards of that portion
of the vineyard that is the law and legal
system,” Bishop Esposito said.

Being servants of the rule of law means
holding to “the principles of justice, of
fairness, of authentic equity even when

it is difficult,” said the bishop, who serves :
¢ his homily at the 71st annual Red Mass on Oct. 1.

as the Vicar General and Moderator of
the Curia for The Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Washington.

Bishop Esposito, the principal celebrant

and homilist at the Red Mass, has degrees :
: schools at local universities, and the

. offertory gifts were brought up by law

. students from the Columbus School

: of Law at Catholic University, the

. Georgetown University Law Center and
: the Howard University School of Law.

: “Assembled here are eminent jurists,
lawmakers, academics and advocates who
Catholic University of America. He served : (o the quiet work of helping everyday

¢ people with their everyday problems, as

in both civil and canon law. Before
becoming a priest, he earned a law degree
in his native country of Argentina, at

the Catholic University of Cuyo in San
Luis. After being ordained as a priest for
the Archdiocese of Washington in 2008,
then-Father Esposito earned a licentiate
and a doctorate in canon law from The

as a parish priest in the archdiocese’s
Metropolitan Tribunal

and as an official with the
Vatican’s Dicastery of Bish-
ops before being ordained
as an auxiliary bishop of
Washington in February
2023.

An estimated 900 people,
including judges, lawyers,
diplomats and government
officials, attended the

Mass. Dignitaries attending peacon Darryl Kelley proclaims
the Gospel at the Red Mass.

the 2023 Red Mass includ-

Photo by Christopher Newkumet

Washington Auxiliary Bishop Juan Esposito gives

: DeGioia, the president of Georgetown
: University. The opening procession

included deans and professors from law

well as men and women
from a variety of other
occupations, all coming
from different social and
ethnic backgrounds and
faith traditions. As we look
around at this diversity,

it is right that we see each
other as brothers and sis-
ters in the greater human
family, recognizing that
we are, each one of us, a
part of something greater

ed two current justices and
one retired member of the U.S. Supreme
Court—John G. Roberts Jr., the Chief
Justice of the United States; Associate
Justice Amy Coney Barrett; and retired
Associate Justice Anthony M. Kennedy.

Also attending the Mass were Dr. Peter K.
Kilpatrick, the president of The Catholic
University of America; and John ]J.
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than ourselves, something

¢ that is both tangible and transcendent,”
¢ said Bishop Esposito.

¢ The concelebrants at the Mass included
* Washington Auxiliary Bishop Evelio

¢ Menjivar and eight priests, including

¢ Msgr. Juan Antonio Cruz Serrano,

¢ the Permanent Observer of the

Continued on page 6
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December 3, 2023

March 10, 2024

ST. NICHOLAS MASS & GIFT DRIVE

Mass at The Church of the Little Flower,
Bethesda, Md., at 5 p.m.

The principal celebrant will be Msgr. Peter

Vaghi, chaplain.

The homilist will be Father Stephen Wyble,

administrator, Holy Cross Church, Garrett
Park, Md.

A reception and visit with St. Nick to follow

in the parish hall.

January 7, 2024

JANUARY MASS AND BRUNCH ON
THE SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY

Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Washington,
D.C.at 10 a.m.

Principal celebrant and homilist will be
Father Patrick Lewis, pastor, St. Patrick’s
Church, Washington, D.C. Msgr. Peter

Vaghi, chaplain will serve as concelebrant.

Marie T. Nolan, Dean of The Catholic
University of America School of Nursing
will present a keynote address at the
brunch immediately following Mass.

March 16, 2024

LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Retreat and Mass at Our Lady of Bethesda

Retreat Center, 8:30 a.m.

The retreat director will be Father Joseph
Cwik, parochial vicar, Our Lady of Mercy
Parish, Potomac, Md.

33RD ANNUAL ROSE MASS

Mass at the Church of the Little Flower,
Bethesda, Md., 10:30 a.m. Principal
celebrant will be Cardinal Wilton
Gregory, Archbishop of Washington
and the homilist will be Msgr. Anthony
Frontiero, adjunct professor, CUA.

Luncheon to follow in the parish hall
with the presentation of the JCS Pro
Bono Health Care Service Awards.

April 13, 2024

38TH ANNUAL DINNER

Gathering at the Four Seasons Hotel,
Washington, D.C., 6:30 p.m. for
Cocktails and 7:30 p.m. Dinner.

This year’s honoree and speaker will
be Patrick Kelly, Supreme Knight of
the Knights of Columbus.

December 2023 through
June 2024

FIRST THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP

“Prayer: The Perennial Challenge of
Listening and Speaking to God”

will be presented by Msgr. Peter Vaghi,
chaplain, every First Thursday at 7:15
a.m. at the Church of the Little Flower,
Bethesda, Md.

Ellen Kollar
Jim Stockmal

Nicholas D’Andrea
May Respicio

Jim Malloy

Kimberly Ann Malloy
David Rhinesmith
Sponsor: Elizabeth Meers

Anna Little

Gregory Koger Mark Lytle
William Richmond
Sponsor: Andy Cook
Milad Said
Phillip Kelley
Jasmine Coles
Sponsor: Deacon Kelley

Denis Dunn
Fred Salancy
Sponsor: Scott Rembold

Kevin Hakala

Libby Baird
William Baird
Sponsor: Philip ] Ward
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NEW JCS MEMBERS As of October 30, 2023

Sponsor: Colleen Kolar Kotelly
Sponsor: Lawrence D. Cirignano
Sponsor: David Florenzo
Sponsor: John Lazar

Maureen Blum

Sponsor: Maya Noronha
Sponsor: Edward A O’Connell

Annette Schumacher Barr
Sponsor: Jeff and Kathleen Paravano

Noronha Pinto.

Officers and members of the JCS Board of Governors met in September at
Georgetown Preparatory School for their annual leadership retreat. Pictured
below in the front row from left to right are: Catherine Karrels, Alissa Ashcroft,
Deacon Darryl Kelley, Cynthia Wright, Msgr. Peter Vaghi, Eileen Moore, Mary
Ann Dmochowski, Alex LaFrankie, and Jeff MacKinnon.

Those in the second row are: Robert Smith, Andy Cook, Richard Cleary, David
Florenzo, Chris Mitchell, Eddie O’Connell, Tim Gleeson, Tom Loughney, Bill
Lawler, Jeff Paravano, Scott Rembold, Liz Young, Colleen Mudlaff, and Preeya

John Carroll Society Photos




CHAPLAIN’S LETTER — ADVENT 2023

My dear John Carroll Society members,

With the first Sunday of Advent, a new Church year begins. Vestments turn purple. No flowers are on
the altar. There is a heightened sense of movement, urgency and expectancy in the tone and themes of the
scripture readings at Mass.

The great Advent prophet Isaiah invites us to climb the Lord’s Mountain and walk in his paths. “O house
of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” St. Paul exhorts the early Christians at Rome to throw off
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. “You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake
from sleep.” In the Gospel text from St. Matthew, Jesus tells His disciples to stay awake. “Therefore, stay awake!
For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.”

These themes define Advent—a 4000-year period of waiting by the Jewish people for the birth of the Mes-
siah and Savior Jesus Christ, a season of expectant joy, or as Pope Francis writes: “a great stream of joy.” (EG 5)

The four weeks spent readying for Christmas also looks forward to and prepares for the final coming of
our Lord. “So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come,”

Jesus asserts.

Yes, Advent is a season that focuses on the two-fold coming of Christ—His birth at Christmas and His final
coming at the end of time.

Advent, this great season of waiting, of longing, of watching for Christ, will be over before we know it
if we fail to savor it, grasp it and treat it as an essential part of our spiritual journeys this year—a time to
encounter or encounter anew the Lord Jesus more deeply and lovingly.

These weeks provide a great spiritual opportunity for each of us to deepen our knowledge and love of Jesus
Christ who became small enough to fit into a wooden manger and big enough to be the Savior of the world,
our Savior and of our world.

Might I propose three concrete suggestions to assist each of us in making a truly spiritual and joyful
Advent this year? These suggestions are not meant to be an additional burden on the backs of us already
burdened enough. As they bear fruit in our lives, our lives will be more joyful. If we hope to keep Christ in
Christmas, it helps to keep Him front and center during Advent.

l.) An extra daily Mass per week. The tradition of daily Mass is a significant part of the Church’s life and
grace. The word Bethlehem means, after all, the House of Bread and it foreshadows the holy Eucharist, the
Bread of life, the Mass.

2.) Advent Confession. Pope Francis repeatedly teaches: “God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones
who tire of seeking his mercy.” (EG 3) There can be no better opportunity to be drawn anew into His merciful
embrace than at sacramental reconciliation during this Advent.

3.) The Christmas Toy Drive. Advent is an excellent time to remember those in need, especially young
people. Our toy drive has already begun and continues with special focus at the St. Nicholas Mass at 5 p.m.
at Little Flower on December 2 this year. Our generosity for the neediest expresses through us the charity of
God made present in His Son born at Christmas in the humblest of circumstances.

Therefore, my proposed John Carroll Society Advent spiritual roadmap includes
an extra weekday mass, Advent confession and getting a toy as a gift for a needy child.
[ invite you to pack your bags and join me on this Advent pilgrimage. And “let us go
rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” AMEN

Blessed Advent,

Monsignor Peter ]. Vaghi
Chaplain, the John Carroll Society

Photo by Eddie Arrossi
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Society Presents Pro Bono Legal Service Awards

uring a brunch

following the 71st
annual Red Mass, the
Society honored three
attorneys and one law firm
for their volunteer work
with Catholic Charities’
Legal Network. The hon-
orees for the 2023 Pro Bono
Legal Service Awards were:
Miguel Eaton, Robert F.
Shaffer and Patrick J.
Kennedy, and the law
firm of Faegre Drinker

From left to right: Dr. Eileen Moore, President; Washington Auxiliary
Bishop Juan Esposito; Patrick J. Kennedy, Esq.; Maureen Donahue
Hardwick, a managing partner in the D.C. office of Faegre Drinker
Biddle & Reath LLP; Robert F. Shaffer, Esq., Edward A. O’Connell, chair
of the 2023 Red Mass Committee; and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain.

School. He continued his
volunteer efforts with the
Legal Network when he
began working as a lawyer
and then partner at the
Finnegan law firm in Wash-
ington, where he assisted
the director with evaluat-
ing Legal Network pro bono
clients who had intellectual
property matters.

Photo by Christopher Newkumet

Shaffer—who has con-
tinued to assist Catholic
Charities with pro bono

Biddle & Reath, LLP.

client concerns at his

Founded in 1989 as the

Archdiocesan Legal Network by Cardinal James Hickey,
then the archbishop of Washington, the Catholic
Charities Legal Network served 1,693 low-income
residents throughout the District of Columbia and
Maryland in fiscal year 2022-23.

“We are called to be servant leaders,” said Dr. Eileen
Moore, the president of the John Carroll Society. She
praised members, including that morning’s honorees,
for making a difference in the lives of others by serving
those in need.

James D. Bishop, Esq., the director of Catholic Charities
Legal Network, expressed gratitude to the network’s
volunteer attorneys and law firms. “If it weren’t for

the Legal Network, many low-income individuals and
families could not receive access to first-rate legal
representation,” Bishop said.

This year’s honorees included:

Miguel Eaton, Esq., a partner in the Washington offices
of the Jones Day law firm, has been an active member
of Catholic Charities Legal Network’s Advisory Council
since October 2019. He has accepted pro bono cases from
the Legal Network to assist clients in civil law matters.
He also recruited financial supporters for Catholic
Charities Legal Network’s Annual Golf Tournament.

As a veteran and former member of the U.S. Marines,
Eaton has been concerned about veterans who are unable
to access pro bono legal services. As a result, he encouraged
his law firm to establish the Vet Lex Program. Vet Lex is a
web-based shared platform composed of established legal
services programs, which consults with veterans, places
their pro bono cases with volunteer attorneys, and makes
appropriate referrals to legal and social services organiza-
tions.

Eaton—who is a graduate of Duke University and the
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis—served in the
United States Marine Corps from 1996 to 2002, and 2003
to 2004. He is a member of the D.C. and Maryland bars
and is admitted to the federal courts in both jurisdictions.

Robert F. Shaffer, Esq., a partner in the O'Melveny &
Myers LLP law firm in Washington, began volunteer-

ing with Catholic Charities Legal Network while a law
student at George Mason University’s Antonin Scalia Law

current firm, O’'Melveny
& Myers, LLP—is currently a member of Catholic Charities
Legal Network’s Advisory Council. He also volunteers as
the co-chairperson of the Legal Network’s Golf Tournament
Committee.

Shaffer received his Juris Doctor degree, magna cum laude,
from George Mason in 2000. He received a Master of
Science degree in Physiology/Biophysics from Virginia
Commonwealth School of Medicine in 1996 and a Bachelor
of Arts degree from Georgetown University in 1992.

He graduated in 1988 from Georgetown Preparatory School
in North Bethesda.

A licensed member of the D.C. and Virginia Bars, Shaffer is
also admitted to the United States Court of Appeals, Federal
Circuit, and the Supreme Court of the United States.

Patrick J. Kennedy, Esq., has been a loyal volunteer with
Catholic Charities Legal Network for more than 10 years.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, and while Kennedy was
employed at the United States Department of Homeland
Security, he assisted the Legal Network with in-person
client intake as well as helped staff with difficult client
matters. Now, since Kennedy has retired from the federal
government, he still assists the Legal Network as an annual
financial sponsor of the network.

Kennedy, who is a member of Holy Trinity Parish in
Georgetown, received his undergraduate and Master of
Divinity degrees from Notre Dame. He earned a master’s
degree in public policy from the University of Virginia and
his law degree from George Mason.

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP actively conducts sec-
ond stage client intake for Catholic Charities Legal Network
each month. The firm also recruits additional volunteers

so that the Legal Network can open more intake appoint-
ments to serve potential clients. The law firm’s volunteers
have also accepted pro bono cases from Catholic Charities
Legal Network.

Thomas J. Kelly, Senior Counsel at the firm, is also an active
member on Catholic Charities Legal Network’s Advisory
Counsel. He had the firm sponsor the Legal Network’s
volunteer recognition reception in 2022. The firm has been
a major sponsor of the program’s golf tournament as well as
a financial sponsor of its outreach.

By Mark Zimmermann, editor of the Catholic Standard and reprinted
with permission.
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Society Supports
the Home Team

Members of the John Carroll Society
and their guests gathered on June
7 for another enjoyable outing at Wash-
ington Nationals Park. Each summer,
members head out to the ballpark for a
Nats game and pre-game presentation.

The annual event was organized as usual
with the kind assistance of JCS mem-
ber Ray McKenna, founder of Catholic
Athletes for Christ. Like in past years,
the evening began with an entertaining
and informative presentation focusing
on sports. This year featured a humorous
talk by longtime sports journalist Brian
Golden.

The brother of JCS member Jane Golden
Belford, Golden shared his memories
and some “Golden Nuggets” from his
35-year sports journalism career covering
the Los Angeles Dodgers and in-studio
role hosting Westwood One’s NFL radio

¢ broadcasts.

: Golden fondly
: recalled his

: close friend-

: ships with

: Dodger

: legends Vin

¢ Scully, Tommy
: LaSorda, and
Don New-

: combe. He

. described his

: service for

: more than a

¢ decade as the lay coordinator of Catholic
¢ Athletes for Christ’s pregame players’

i Mass at Dodger Stadium.

Members attend an annual Nationals outing last June. Kevin O’Malley (at left),
a member of Catholic Athletes for Christ, joins journalist Brian Golden (center)
and Ray McKenna, founder of the CAC, prior to the game. Later members gath-
ered in their seats for a game featuring the Nationals and the Diamondbacks.

: Kevin O’'Malley, another member of

i Catholic Athletes for Christ, also joined
¢ Golden briefly at the podium to discuss
 the 2021 documentary film about

: Dodgers Hall of Famer Gil Hodges

¢ which also features Golden.

At game time our JCS group filled a
: block of seats beside right field to see the
: Nationals take on the National League

West-leading Arizona Diamondbacks.
Nats hurler Patrick Corbin had a rocky
start to fall behind 3-0 in the first
inning, and the home team couldn’t
overcome his 11 hits given up in 6
frames. Despite the 6-2 loss to the
eventual National League Champions,
our JCS members and guests who braved
the Canadian wildfire smoke haze
enjoyed great fellowship and cool
temperatures. We look forward to seeing
the Nats notch a win next season.

By Chris Mitchell

TOP OF THE TOWN

n September 20th, the John

Carroll Society hosted its an-
nual reception at Top of The Town.
The Society’s young adult fellowship
sponsored the event, which kicked
off programming for the year and
brought together members both old
and new.

Vice Admiral James J. Malloy, who
was recently appointed as President
and CEO of Catholic Charities DC,
delivered the evening’s keynote ad-
dress. Malloy joined Catholic Chari-
ties in March following a 36-year
career in the Navy. Until his retire-
ment last fall, he oversaw military
operations in the Middle East and
Central Asia as Deputy Commander,
United States Central Command. He
brings a longtime passion for public
service to his new role.

“At Catholic Charities,” Malloy told
attendees, “I've also found myself
among a group of dedicated ser-
vants—wonderful souls worthy of
emulation. They are social workers,
mental health advocates, medical
personnel, mentors, case manag-
ers, lawyers, dentists and others—all
with big hearts (and usually a sturdy
chin)—with an absolutely unshake-

CEO Addresses Society :

John Carroll Society Photo

Members gather for the Top of the Town
reception. From left to right: Deacon Darryl

. Kelley; Vice Admiral James |. Malloy, president
and CEO of Catholic Charities and the speaker;
¢ Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain; and Eileen Moore,
president.

: able belief that they are doing the good
: work of our Church.”

“Service to others,” Malloy explained,
“is what links Catholic Charities, as the

: social service arm of the Archdiocese, to
. John Carroll.” It “connects us together

: toward a common purpose.”Just as
Christ saw, in the man blind man, a

: vessel through which God’s works

. might be revealed, so should members

: of the Society seek to see the face of

¢ God in others. “[A]s we look across our
: city, across our region,” Malloy conclud-
¢ ed, “the message we should get, loud

. and clear, is that the poor and vulner-

. able, those left behind, are here so that
: we might do the works of our Father...

[E]veryone deserves a life. Everyone

. counts. Everyone matters.”
;' By Robert Smith

Head of CUA's School of Nursing
to Speak

Continued from page 1

Prior to her appointment at CUA, Nolan
served as executive vice dean of Johns
Hopkins School of Nursing in Baltimore
and core faculty member of the Berman
Institute of Bioethics there. She also
served on the Ethics Committee and
Consultation Service of the John Hop-
kins Hospital and on the Institutional
Review Board of John Hopkins Medicine.

Raised in lowa, Nolan is the 4th of 9
siblings, including Father James R.
Gould, pastor of St. Francis de Sales
Parish in Purcellville, VA.

Nolan will present the keynote address
Jan. 7 at the January Brunch, which
highlights Catholic higher education
and focuses on members of the
academic community. This year the
brunch will follow the 10 a.m. Mass
for the Solemnity of the Epiphany at
St. Patrick’s Church. Father Patrick
Lewis, pastor of St. Patrick’s is sched-
uled to be the principal celebrant and
homilist and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain
will be the concelebrant at the liturgy.
Immediately following the Mass,
members will gather at the Grand
Hyatt in northwest Washington for

the presentation and brunch.

By Lynnea Mumola
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John Carroll Society Family Grows

fter thirteen years as

executive director of
the John Carroll Society,
the indomitable Colleen
Mudlaff is stepping down—
and onward to her next
chapter. “It was not an easy
decision, as I have come to
truly love the Society and
its members,” she writes.
But as the full-time executive director of
the Gregorian University Foundation,
which supports three Jesuit institutions
of higher education in Rome—includ-
ing the pontifical university founded by
St. Ignatius Loyola in 1551—she’ll have
more than enough to keep her busy.

At the request of chaplain Msgr. Peter
Vaghi, Colleen will continue to serve as
assistant secretary as the Society wel-
comes its new executive director, Little
Flower parishioner Tracy Ferridge.

“How blessed we are to have had Colleen
Mudlaff for these many years as execu-
tive director,” says Vaghi. “She presided
over a period of growth and happiness

in the Society. Her mark will always be
remembered with deepest appreciation.
As chaplain, I wish to thank her on
behalf of all of us from the heart.”

of Colleen and expressed confidence

in the transition. “Colleen’s
perpetual warmth and cheer-
fulness lift everyone’s spirits,”
writes former president Eliza-
beth Meers. “She has sailed
the good ship JCS smoothly
for years and is helping Tracy
learn the ropes.”

80 Others credited
,ﬁ Colleen with
> initially intro-
ducing them to
John Carroll.
“I was standing
at Little Flower
school parking
lot for pickup,
and for certain,

: the Holy Spirit put Colleen Mudlaff in

: my life,” explains Alex LaFrankie. “I had

: been only acquainted with Colleen from
: seeing her at the school and at the Vigil

: Mass. But the day she zipped up to me in
: the parking lot and asked me to help with :
: a teacher appreciation lunch was the day
: our friendship truly began. That teacher

¢ appreciation lunch led to helping out

: with the St. Nicholas Mass and reception,
. the beginning of my membership in the

¢ Society, and countless hours of reception
: table setting, flower arranging, invitation

Members of the Society also spoke fondly : stuffing, ushering, and miscellaneous er-

: rand running. Most of these hours I

: have spent with Colleen. One could

: make a strong argument that Colleen has
: the same gifts of ‘persuasion’ that our

: Monsignor has.”

: These gifts of persuasion—both Colleen'’s
: and Monsignor’s—came in handy when
: convincing Tracy to take on the execu-

: tive director role. After years of assisting

: with the St. Nicholas toy drive, and with
: her children off to college, Tracy saw in

: John Carroll an opportunity to give back,
: to “see another side of the church.” “She
: will build upon Colleen’s contribution,

: making her own significant mark as well
: as the Society continues to grow in wis-

: dom, age, and grace,” remarks Vaghi.

: Tracy returned to her native Washing-

: ton, DC, about a decade ago after several
: years in the UK. She and husband Hugh
¢ brought with them a love of rugby;

¢ daughter Lauren played for Dartmouth

¢ and son Arthur is an aspiring sports jour-
: nalist studying at Newcastle University

. in England. But even amid the busyness

of sports teams and family life, Tracy got

¢ involved with Little Flower, Gonzaga,
: Stone Ridge and eventually John Carroll,
: of which her parents had been members.

: It seems, then, that for Tracy, as for Col-

: leen, the John Carroll Society is family:

: “The future is our membership,” she says.
: By Robert Smith

Prayers Offered for Conversion of Hearts

Continued from page 1

Holy See to the Organization of American States;
Msgr. Seamus Horgan, the First Counsellor at

the Apostolic Nunciature in Washington; Msgr.
W. Ronald Jameson, the rector of St. Matthew’s
Cathedral; and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, the John Carroll
Society’s chaplain and the pastor of the Church of

the Little Flower in Bethesda, Maryland.

The bishop noted that American law was built on
the foundation of common law and on the na-
tion’s founding principles, which “grew out of the
recognition that there is a higher, timeless, unwrit-

adding that while the legal system
“is inherently adversarial, it does
not need to be antagonistic,” and
he said that as people face social
challenges while trying to do what

,LC\ TiriE, T I

is right and just, it is important
to recognize the need for human
fraternity, social harmony and

Since 1953, the Red Mass sponsored by the
John Carroll Society, has been celebrated at
St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Washington on the
Sunday before the first Monday in October, to
coincide with the Supreme Court’s new term.

that all people have dignity.

Bishop Esposito encouraged those
who work in law to think about

what it means to rededicate them-
selves to be servants of the rule of

law, seeking the common good,

being stewards of truth and justice, and helping the poor and

ten natural law—derived from God’s eternal law—applicable to
all... The ‘Law of Nature’ and of Nature’s God’ invoked by our
nation’s Declaration of Independence includes the truths that
we are all created equal and that our fundamental and inalien-
able rights and freedoms are not given to us by human rulers,
but are endowed in our human nature by our Creator.”

Human-made statutes and regulations, he said, must “adhere
to the higher law that requires fundamental fairness, that
holds justice and mercy in tension, and that respects the
fundamental and inalienable rights and freedoms of every
human person.”

Rather than being arbitrary, law “must be rooted in transcen-
dent real and objective truth and justice,” Bishop Esposito said,
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marginalized. The bishop encouraged those working in the law
to strive to be like Jesus, “who embraces God’s way of goodness
and justice and lives it.”

Bishop Esposito said the Red Mass offered an opportunity to
“pray for a conversion of hearts throughout the world so that
the arc of our society bends more perfectly toward justice.”

By Mark Zimmermann

Excerpts of this article were reprinted with permission of the Catholic
Standard newspaper. For complete coverage go to: https://cathstan.org/news/
local/at-red-mass-bishop-esposito-encourages-those-in-legal-professions-to-
be-good-stewards-of-the-law-as-they-serve-others

To view a recording of the Red Mass on the Internet go to: https://youtube.
com/live/KQ3TFWdnZzw?feature=share



B For over two decades of volunteering
with Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese
of Washington, Elizabeth Meers was
nominated by the agency for the Catholic
Charities USA Volunteer of the Year Award
last Spring. Meers serves the Catholic
Charities Legal Network as a volunteer on
the program’s intake line, as a leader by
serving as the former chair and member
of the Legal Network’s Advisory Council,
and as a volunteer recruiter. Her ef-

forts strengthened the organization and
advanced the work of the Legal Network.
Meers also serves on the Catholic Chari-
ties Board of Directors.

B Anita McBride co-authored U.S. First
Ladies: Making History and Leaving Lega-
cies with her colleagues Diana Carlin and

contains a forward
by First Lady |ill
Biden and will be
published as a trade
book under the title:
Remember the First
Ladies: The Legacies
of America’s History-
Makmg Women later this year. Former
Assistant to President George W. Bush
and Chief of Staff to First Lady Laura Bush,
McBride currently directs the Legacies of
America’s First Ladies Initiative at Ameri-
can University in Washington D.C.

. W Arlington Bishop

. Michael Francis Burbidge

. has accepted Jonathan

: Amgott’s application to

- study for the priesthood in
: the Diocese of Arlington,

: Va. Amgott, who served

. on the Younger Fellow-

: ship Committee, entered Mount St. Marys
: Seminary earlier this year.

Nancy Kegan Smith. The college textbook

: M The American Inns of Court at the

: Supreme Court awarded Derek Webb

: the Sandra Day O’Connor Award for

: Professional Service, which is awarded an-

. nually to a lawyer with 10 or fewer years

: of experience for excellence in pro bono

¢ and public interest legal work. Additionally,
: Webb recently accepted a new position as

: senior research scholar at Yale Law School.

: M On Oct. 5 Msgr. Peter ). Vaghi received
: Georgetown Preparatory School’s Insignis

: award at the President’s Councilors Dinner.
: The longtime Society chaplain (at far left)

: was recognized for being a dedicated friend :
. of Prep and for his indelible impact on the
: Catholic faith community in the Archdiocese :
: of Washington. :

M After 18 years as CEO of St. Ann’s

: Center for Children Youth and Families

: in Hyattsville, Md., Sister Mary Bader,

. a Daughter of Charity, will be leaving to

© serve as a member of the order’s Provin-

- cial Council in St. Louis. Reflecting on her
' new role, Washington Cardinal Wilton

* © Gregory said, “Our

¢ Archdiocese and the

: entire metro Wash-

: ington, D.C., commu-
: nity are tremendously
: grateful for the caring
: and effective leader-

: ship of Sister Mary

: Bader You will be greatly missed and

: fondly remembered for your kindness,

: generosity, and commitment to the

: mission of St. Ann’s Center for Children,
: Youth, and Families.”

i

E

: W Krista McDaniel recently accepted

. a position as the Senior Director of Pro-
. grams with My Sister’s Place, a domestic
: violence nonprofit providing shelter and
¢ a full continuum of care to domestic

- violence survivors and their families. of

. Washington.

DECEASED MEMBERS

Please pray for the repose of the
soul of the following members and
friends of the John Carroll Society:

Joan DeCain
Maebell Steele
Lee Nelles Leonhardy

26th FALL RETREAT

Pre-Advent Retreat Focuses
on the Joy of the Gospel

and served as a Catholic univer-
sity chaplain. Additionally, Msgr.
Baker served on the faculty of St.
Charles Seminary in Overbrook,

ociety members and their guests attended the 26th annual
fall retreat on Nov. 4, gathering for the one-day event at
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.

To prepare spiritually for the upcoming season of Advent,
this year’s retreat director, Msgr. Andrew Backer, rector of
the seminary, presented “The Joy and Hope of the Gospel
in Professional Life.”

Prior to his role as rector, Msgr. Baker was ordained to the

various parishes. He has also taught on high school faculties

priesthood for the Diocese of Allentown in 1991 and served in

Pa., and on the Congregation for
Bishops in Rome. He earned a
license in sacred theology from
the University of Navarre and

a doctorate from the Pontifical
University of the Holy Cross in
Rome.

>

The retreat featured private reflection time, Mass, and
opportunities for: Confession and Adoration of the Eucharist
against the beautiful backdrop of scenic Emmittsburg. Each
year the retreat concludes with the Rosary and Benediction.
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BOOK REVIEW b)’ Ted Hirt e ms‘\]‘zn‘:v—‘LILIQr:‘lr):(h.\L =
CALLED I

Pope Benedict XVI's Wisdom for Today’s Church |

TO
COMMUNION

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Called to Communion, Understanding the Church Today (Ignatius Press,
1996, $17.95); God is Near Us, The Eucharist, The Heart of Life (Ignatius Press, 2003, $17.95).

JOSEPH CARDINAL RATZINGER

Our Church has been blessed by the : center of Church,” which joins all into : God is Near

papacy of the late Pope Benedict : one people. Pentecost confirms that the  : Us focuses on

XVI. A vigorous and articulate pontiff, : Church speaks in all tongues, the ecclesia  : the Eucharist,

he applied his scholarship to arange  : universalis; its diverse locales embody “the : described as at the heart
of topics, including the history of the  : one and only Church.” . of the Church. Not
Church and significance of the Eucha-: po 56 penedict acknowledges the primacy : SImply a meal, it has
rist highlighted in the following two ¢ G3int peter and his successors as “prob- : “cost” Christ’s death to

books. : ably the most difficult problem of the : provide it—“Whenever
Called to Communion is a “primer” on  : ecumenical dispute.” Based on the New ~ : We hold it, we should
ecclesiology, i.e., understanding the © Testament, Saint Peter is the literal “rock” : De filled with reverence in the face of

history of the Church. Pope Benedict ~ : of the Church and the successor to Abra- this mystery.” thing its s.acriﬁcia} na-
contends that we must ask, What is the : ham. The “papacy remains the foundation : ture, Pope Benedict explains that in the

Church? What is the purpose of her of the Church and virtue of a power that ~ : Eucharist, God has given himself to us,
existence? And what Christ willed her : does not derive from herself.” Christ has ~ : SO that we may give in turn; He asks for
to be? Only if we can reply properly to : founded it; Peter and his successors are the : @ contrite spirit as our “true sacrifice.”
these basic questions can we discern : “faithful stewards.” : The Eucharistic celebration presupposes
answers to today’s problems. Finally, Pope Benedict explains the roles a unity with other faithful. It is not
Christ’s mission is to establish the King- : of bishop and priest. As an apostle, the : simply “a meeting of heaven and earth;
dom of God, marked by a “dynamism : bishop commits to keep his church con- ~ : rather, it is also a meeting of the Church
of unification, in which men draw : nected to the universal Church and adhere : then and now and a meeting of the

together by moving toward God,” and : to a “norm of unity.” The priestly ministry : Church I:ere and there.” The Church
the convergence of this new people to : requires a “deep personal bond” to Christ, : aCts as a “network of eucharistic fellow-

Christ. Christ institutes the Eucharist, : receiving at ordination the mission of : ships,” united “ever and.aga’i'n, through
“seen as the permanent origin and : making that priest “the messenger and : the one Body we all receive.
¢ instrument of another.” : J
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