
Also concelebrating the Mass were 15 
priests, including Msgr. Peter Vaghi, 
chaplain of the John Carroll Society; 
Msgr. W. Ronald Jameson, the rector of 
St. Matthew’s Cathedral; and Msgr. John 
Enzler, the president and CEO of Catho-
lic Charities of The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Washington.

At the beginning of Mass, a color guard 
of six Fourth Degree Knights of Colum-
bus marched down the cathedral’s center 
aisle, bearing U.S. and Vatican fl ags, 
and the congregation sang the National 
Anthem. About 900 people attended the 
Mass, including local Catholic university 
presidents and law school deans, profes-
sors, and students. 

St. Matthew’s Cathedral in the nation’s 
capital is named for the tax collector 
called by Christ to be an apostle, and 
he is the patron saint of government 
workers. Prayers at the Red Mass were 
offered for those who work in the legal 
professions and law enforcement, and 
government workers at the federal, state, 
and local levels, that they might serve 
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JANUARY BRUNCH

Just as people seek 
wise counsel in legal 

matters, so too should 
people prayerfully seek 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, whom Jesus called 
the Counselor, Bishop 
John O. Barres of Rock-
ville Centre, New York 
said at the 70th annual 
Red Mass on Oct. 2 at the 
Cathedral of St. Matthew 
the Apostle.

In his homily at the 
annual Mass seeking 
God’s blessings on those 
involved in the adminis-
tration of justice and who 
work in public service, 
Bishop Barres noted that 
attorneys are called coun-
selors of the law out of 
respect for the advice that 
they give based on their 
wisdom, understanding and knowledge.

“Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Counsel-
or for similar, though far more signifi -
cant reasons,” Bishop Barres said. “The 
counsel of the Holy Spirit is not about 
intellectual property or agreements in 
restraint of trade. It’s about how to make 
our very brief time on Earth radiant with 
holiness and virtue, how to love God and 
our neighbor.”

Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory 
was the main celebrant of the Mass, 
which was attended by three U.S. Su-
preme Court justices: John G. Roberts Jr., 
the Chief Justice of the United States, and 
Associate Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who 
are Catholic; and retired Associate Justice 
Stephen G. Breyer, who is Jewish.

The concelebrating bishops included 
Bishop Barres; Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, the Apostolic Nuncio to the Unit-
ed States; Bishop Michael Burbidge of 
Arlington, Virginia, and retired Arlington 
Bishop Paul S. Loverde; and Washington 
Auxiliary Bishops Mario Dorsonville and 
Roy Campbell Jr.

Continued on page 2
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Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory, at left, served as main cele-
brant during the Red Mass on Oct. At right is Msgr. Peter Vaghi, the 
chaplain of the Society, which sponsors the annual Mass that seeks 
God’s blessing on those who work in the administration of justice. 

Society Sponsors 70th Annual Red Mass 
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Jesuit Father Joseph E. Lingan, the 
37th president of Gonzaga College 

High School is scheduled to deliver the 
keynote address at the annual January 
Brunch on Jan. 8. Originally planned a 
year ago, the Society event was can-
celled due to a winter surge in Covid-19 
cases.

A member of 
Gonzaga’s Class 
of 1975, Fa-
ther Lingan is 
thought to be 
the fi rst alumnus 
to be installed 
president. He 
previously served 
as a Gonzaga 
faculty member, 

a member of the School’s Board of 
Trustees and as interim president. The 
start of his tenure as president coin-
cided with his alma mater’s year-long 
200th anniversary celebration when he 
noted, “a large part of what we do each 
day is to help our students learn to see 
and understand both the beauty and 
the complexity of life and the world in 
which they fi nd themselves.”

At the brunch following the Mass for 
the Epiphany of the Lord, Father Lingan 
will present “Ite, Infl ammate Omnia – 
Go, Set the World on Fire: The Christian 
Summons to Make Evident God’s Desire 
for Humanity.” 

A native of Virginia, upon graduation 
from Gonzaga, Father Lingan attended 

Brunch Returns with 
Gonzaga President 

a member of the School’s Board of 

Continued on page 4
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John Carroll Society
Established 1951 Archdiocese of Washington 2022-23UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 3, 2022

ST. NICHOLAS MASS & GIFT DRIVE 

Mass at The Church of the Little Flower, 
Bethesda at 5 p.m. 

The principal celebrant and homilist will 
be Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. 
Dorsonville.

A reception and visit with St. Nick 
to follow in the parish hall.

January 8, 2023

JANUARY MASS AND BRUNCH ON 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Washington, 
DC at 10 a.m. Principal celebrant will be 
Msgr. Peter Vaghi, JCS chaplain and the 
homilist will be Deacon Darryl Kelley. Brunch 
to follow at the Grand Hyatt, 1000 H Street, 
NW.  Jesuit Father Joseph Lingan, President 
of Gonzaga College High School will be the 
keynote speaker.

February 25, 2023

LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Retreat and Mass at Our Lady of Bethesda 
Retreat Center, 8:30 a.m.  The retreat 
director will be Father Stephen Wyble, 
pastor, Holy Angels Church, Avenue, MD.

Offi cers
President, Andrew N. Cook
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Second Vice President, Preeya Noronha Pinto
Secretary, Liz Young
Assistant Secretary, Suvia Yuan  
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Timothy Gleeson
Catherine Ronan Karrels
Deacon Darryl Kelley
Alexandra LaFrankie
Jennifer Abbey
Jeff MacKinnon
Elizabeth Meers
Jack Murphy
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Cynthia Wright

Society Chaplain
Rev. Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi

Executive Director
Colleen Mudlaff

Communication and 
Outreach Committee
Chair, Raj Noronha
Editor, Lynnea Mumola 
Designer, Andy Eng

NEW JCS MEMBERS As of October 30, 2022

Alyson Dunn
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Patrick Phelan
Dr. John Tabacco
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Sponsor: Msgr. Peter Vaghi

Ronald Baumgarten
Sponsor: Jeff Paravano

Dr. Thomas Choate
Francis King
Sponsor: Jonathan Amgott

Andrew Borrasso
Anne Feeley
Ian Swenson
Kirstin Wells
Sponsor: Andy Cook

Gregory Bischoping
Rachel Miller
Sponsor:  Elizabeth Meers

Patrick Davis
Sydney Volanski
Sponsor: Maya Noronha
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Carl Crews
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March 19, 2023

32ND ANNUAL ROSE MASS

Mass at The Church of the Little Flower, 
Bethesda, MD, 10:30 a.m. luncheon 
to follow in the parish hall with the 
JCS Pro Bono Health Care Service 
Awards. The principal celebrant 
will be Cardinal Wilton Gregory, 
Archbishop of Washington. Father 
John McKay, will be the homilist.

April 15, 2023

37TH ANNUAL DINNER

Gathering at the Four Seasons Hotel, 
Washington, DC, at 6:30 p.m. for 
cocktails and 7:30 p.m. dinner.   

This year’s honoree and speaker, 
will be Peter Kilpatrick, president of 
The Catholic University of America.

December 2022 through 
June 2023

FIRST THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP

“The Seven Sacraments Revisited” will 
be presented by Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi 
every First Thursday at 7:15 a.m. at the 
Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda. 
Confessions to follow at 7:45 and 
Mass at 8:15.

the public good and 
“the least among 
us.” Prayers were also 
offered for peace in 
Ukraine and for those 
impacted by Hurricane 
Fiona and Ian.

The Red Mass featured 
soaring music by St. 
Matthew’s Schola Can-
torum choir, accompa-
nied by the cathedral’s 
organist and a brass 
quintet. The Mass 
closed with the congre-
gation singing “Ameri-
ca the Beautiful.”

By Mark Zimmermann

Excerpts of this article are reprinted with permission of the Catholic Standard 
newspaper. For complete coverage of the Red Mass go to: https://cathstan.org/
news/local/at-red-mass-those-who-work-in-law-encouraged-to-rely-on-prayer-
and-seek-guidance-of-holy-spirit

Additionally, to view the Red Mass in its entirety on YouTube use the following 
address: https://youtu.be/fI-f00k5IkM

Bishop John O. Barres of Rockville Centre, 
New York delivers the homily at the Society’s 
70th Annual Red Mass. 

Bishop John O. Barres of Rockville Centre, 

Society Sponsors 70th Annual Red Mass
Continued from page 1
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CHAPLAIN’S LETTER — ADVENT 2022

My dear John Carroll Society members,

There are many activities planned once again for this John Carroll Society program year. In this letter, I 
will briefl y focus on the topic of my First Thursday talks that began this past fi rst Thursday of October at Little 
Flower at 7:15 a.m. in the Church. The monthly refl ection is followed by confessions and Mass. This year’s 
series, The Seven Sacraments Revisited, will continue each First Thursday through June 1, 2023.

The focus of this 8-part series is the seven sacraments “revisited” in this post pandemic world, their impor-
tance in the life and call to holiness of every faithful Catholic. The sacraments are building blocks, as it were, 
in the spirituality of every faithful Catholic. References will be made both to part two of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church and my own book on the sacraments.

Recently, Pope Francis, in his apostolic letter, Desiderio Desideravi, said it so distinctly: “the salvifi c power of 
the sacrifi ce of Jesus, his every word, his every gesture, glance, and feeling reaches us through the celebration 
of the sacraments.” (11)

As you will see, the series on the sacraments will be concrete and not theoretical. Hopefully, it will answer 
or raise questions that you might have. Importantly, the seven sacraments are various aspects of the One Pas-
chal or Easter Mystery--various aspects of one mystery. They, each in their own way, are a prolongation in time 
and space of the unique mystery of the person of Jesus Christ, above all, His passion, death, and resurrection 
— all out of love for us. 

Each sacramental encounter brings us, moreover, in touch with the living and risen Jesus Christ, an 
encounter which signifi cantly changes and transforms us, i.e. gives us grace. It is God’s unique vehicle for 
reaching and changing you and me in our daily lives. As such, the whole liturgical life of the Church revolves 
around the Eucharistic Sacrifi ce of the Mass and the other sacraments. 

“Sacraments are ‘powers that come forth’ from the Body of Christ, which is ever-living and life-giving. 
They are the actions of the Holy Spirit at work in his Body, the Church. They are ‘the masterworks of God’ in 
the new and everlasting covenant.” (CCC 1116)

This post-pandemic period in our lives is an optimal time to review and look again 
at the heart of our precious Catholic faith. I hope to be of some assistance to you in 
this monthly series on the 7 sacraments of our Church, so essential to our growth as 
Catholics and means to share the faith and love which we are privileged to have.

My prayer is that our Advent joy this year be deepened by a renewed appreciation 
of the sacraments – the building blocks of faith and spirituality in our lives and the 
lives close to us. 

Prayerfully in the Lord,

Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi
Chaplain, the John Carroll SocietyPh
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On August 31 the John Carroll Society and their guests had 
another fun outing at a Washington Nationals game, this 

time for an interleague matchup against the Oakland Athletics.  
Once again arranged by JCS member and Catholic Athletes for 
Christ founder Ray McKenna, our group of 35 fans enjoyed a 
spirited pregame talk by three guests. 

Kevin O’Malley, coordinator of CAC’s baseball ministry pro-
gram, described his work as a producer of the documentary fi lm 
“Soul of a Champion.” The movie recounted the story of 1950’s 
Dodgers legend Gil Hodges, who was fi nally elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame shortly after the fi lm’s 2021 release. We 
also heard from Nationals team chaplain Msgr. Stephen Rossetti 
and Commanders assistant chaplain Father John Barry, who 

A Winning Evening with the Nats shared humorous and 
heartwarming stories of 
their work in ministry 
to athletes at the top of 
their professions.

At game time our JCS 
group fi lled a block of 

seats beside shallow right fi eld to see Nationals pitcher Anibel 
Sanchez notch his fi rst win in two years.  Although the Nats and 
A’s both had forgettable records in 2022, we were treated to a 
four-run outburst in the 4th inning which sent the Nats on their 
way to a 5-1 victory. Our group included Andy Cook, president 
of the John Carroll Society, as we enjoyed great fellowship and 
late-summer weather. The Society looks forward to putting 
another curly W into the books at Nats Park next season.
By Chris Mitchell
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opportunity to work for the 
Church, where she takes a 
prayer-centered approach 
that exudes the joy of the 
Gospel so dear to her. We 
were blessed to learn from 
such an inspiring witness 
to Jesus Christ in the public 
square. 

Additionally Top of the 
Town attendees brought 
packages of new socks to 
donate to local men, wom-
en, and children in need. 
When the bags were later 
dropped off at Catholic 
Charities, a grateful staffer 
remarked that people had 
indeed been asking for 
socks, leaving the offi ce 
in short supply. We look 

forward to continuing to support the 
good work of Catholic Charities.

In short, we enjoyed a wonderful 
evening of fellowship, professional 
mentoring, and service that are central 
to the Society. And we thank the 
Byrne Family for so graciously hosting 
us again.

By Jonathan Amgott

On September 14, the Young 
Adult Fellowship welcomed 

Paula Gwynn Grant, Secretary of 
Communication for the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, 
to our annual Top of the Town 
reception in Arlington, VA.

Against the splendid backdrop of 
the National Mall, Grant enthralled 
Society members and friends with 
an inside view of the world of media 
and public relations. Her bona fi des 
trace back to serving as an Emmy 
Award-winning television and radio 
broadcaster. Grant parlayed such 
on-air talent into PR roles for public 
fi gures and ultimately into directing 
communications for the Archdioces-
es of Atlanta and now Washington.                                                                                                                               

Grant’s team manages an array of 
Archdiocesan print publications, 
websites, and social media accounts. 
In one window onto their daily work, 
Grant described their process of fi eld-
ing social media messages through 
a thoughtful analysis of whether to 
respond and what to say—without 

the compulsion to say it instantly. 
Rather than engage in argument, the 
communications team focuses on 
supplying accurate information that 
promotes the Archdiocese’s mission.

Another theme was the importance of 
integrity. Grant’s prior roles represent-
ing big personalities sometimes raised 
ethical confl icts. Yet she drew a clear line: 
if pressed to bend the truth, she would 
step down instead. Grant extolled the 

Spokeswoman 
Graces Reception

Virginia Tech where he received 
a degree in public administra-
tion in 1979. In August of that 
year, he entered the Society 
of Jesus and was ordained to 

the priesthood in 1990, receiving his fi nal vows in September 
1996. He earned a master’s degree in theology and spirituality 
from the Weston School of Theology in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.

Prior to returning to Gonzaga, Father Lingan served as the 
Associate Director at the Jesuit Retreat Center, in Atlanta. From 
2011 through 2018 the priest served as Rector of the Jesuit 
Community at Georgetown University before which he served 
as Novice Master for the Maryland, New England, and New 
York Provinces of the Society of Jesus. Over the years, Father 
Lingan served as a faculty member at Scranton Preparatory 
School in Scranton, Pa., an associate director at the Jesuit 
Center for Spiritual Growth in Wernersville, Pa. and as rector/
president, at St. Michael’s Institute in Spokane, Wash.

The Mass for the Epiphany of the Lord will be celebrated at St. 
Patrick’s Church at 10 a.m. on Jan. 8, 2023. Msgr. Peter Vaghi, 
chaplain will be the principal celebrant and Deacon Darryl Kel-
ley will be the homilist. Immediately following Mass members 
will gather at the Grand Hyatt, in northwest Washington for a 
brunch featuring Father Lingan’s address.

By Lynnea Mumola

Brunch Returns with 
Gonzaga President 

Continued from page 1

Catholic understanding of 
freedom differs from the 
secular one.  As John Paul II 
remarked, freedom is “not the 
power of doing what we like, 

but the right of being able to do what we ought.”  For Garvey, 
virtues “are habits that channel our freedom in the direction 
we ought to go.”

Garvey directs our attention to the three theological virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity.  He reminds us that these virtues 
are not acquired by our own efforts – they are “pure gifts” 
from God, and “our job is to ask him to do that for us.”  
Garvey then turns to the four cardinal (from the Latin cardo 
or “hinge”) virtues of prudence, justice, courage, and temper-
ance, which are directed at “human fl ourishing.”  He describes 
the “little” virtues (borrowing from St. Francis de Sales’ Intro-
duction to the Devout Life) such as humility, honesty, and 
modesty.  Finally, the writer asserts that a “life of virtue” would 
be incomplete without joy, wisdom, and peace.

Garvey emphasizes that his book “is more refl ective than 
analytical,” intended to stimulate deeper thinking. He urges 
putting these virtues into practice and includes quotations 
from saints, philosophers, or noted poets, intended not only 
for contemplation, but also as advice.

These two books complement each other.  I recommend The        
Virtues for your Christmas reading – and giving, and Theology 
for Beginners as excellent preparation for Lent. 

TOP OF THE TOWN

Members of the John Carroll Society gather at the annual Top 
of the Town reception. From left to right: Jesuit Father James 
Van Dyke, president, Georgetown Preparatory School;  An-
drew Cook, Society president; Paula Gwynn Grant, speaker; 
Jonathan Amgott; and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, Society chaplain.
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Continued from page 8
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MEMBER NEWS

■  Deborah T. Curren Aquino taught 
adult education classes in March 
and April 2022 at Somerset House in 
Chevy Chase, Md. on two Shakespeare 
plays: The Merchant of Venice and Much 
Ado About Nothing. 

■  John T. Aquino, former JCS board 
member, has published a second edition 
of his book, Truth and Lives on Film: The 
Legal Problems in Depicting Real Persons 
and Events in a Fictional Medium (McFar-
land & Co. July 2022). His true crime 
book, The Radio Burglar: Thief Turns Cop 
Killer in 1920s Queens (Exposit), is due out 
in September/October 2022.

■  Josephine Wolfe Everly is currently 
serving as the Vice President of Advance-
ment for The Pontifi cal Mission Societies 
of the United States.

■  Former U.S. Rep. Mike Ferguson is 
joining AT&T as an executive vice 
president to lead the company’s federal 
legislative relations team. The New Jersey 
Republican has spent the past six years 
leading the federal policy team as a senior 
adviser at BakerHostetler and before that 
served as chief executive at Ferguson 
Strategies. He also co-chairs a biparti-
san U.S. Chamber of Commerce commis-
sion on artifi cial intelligence. Ferguson 
spent nearly a decade in the House and 
was on the powerful House Energy & 
Commerce Committee.

■ This fall William Milligan accepted a 
position as Director of Business Develop-

ment & Events at The Event Studio. The 
Event Studio is a full service, strategic fi rm 
focused on creative event solutions and 
serving as a trusted partner in providing el-
evated experiences exceeding expectations.  

■ Chris and Kristine (Dunne) Maher
retired May 31st. They plan to remain in 
the DC area. They are looking forward to 
spending more time with family, especially 
grandchildren (their fi fth grandchild is due 
on Kristine’s birthday). Both are also excited 
about being able to do more pro bono 
work. Kristine currently serves on the Catho-
lic Charities Legal Network’s Advisory Coun-
cil among other community work. Most 
recently, Kristine has been assisting individu-
als preparing for the naturalization exam 
and Afghani refugees who are applying for 
asylum. Thanks to the GI Bill, Chris has gone 
back to school and is loving it.

■ Anita Bevacqua McBride, NIAF Vice 
Chair of Cultural Affairs for #WomensHisto-
ryMonth gives back to the Italian American 
community in her role as Vice Chair of 
Cultural Affairs on the NIAF Board of Direc-
tors. Last October, McBride was awarded 
the Italian honor of “Cavaliere” of the Order 
of Merit of the Italian Republic, the highest-

DECEASED MEMBERS

Please pray for the repose of the soul of the following members 
and friends of the John Carroll Society: 

Alexa Desormeaux
Carl Grefensette
John Dougherty

ranking honor of the Italian Republic, 
in recognition of the key role she plays 
in strengthening relations between the 
United States and Italy in all fi elds. 

■ At the Canon Law 
Society of America’s 84th 
Annual Convention in 
October Dr. Sofi a N. 
Markovich represented 
the archdiocese as a 
candidate for the Offi ce of Consultor. 
Markovich serves as Judge, Moderator 
of the Tribunal, for the Archdiocese of 
Washington.

■ Erica Armstrong
and Adam Higgins
celebrated their fi rst 
wedding anniversary 
and welcomed Patrick 
Joseph Higgins to their 

family last August joining the proud 
parents and older sister Pearl.

■ Rajesh Noronha
married Andrea Pais 
on September 26 at 
St. Patrick’s Church in 
Bangalore, India.

William Jacques
Anne Cadden Smith

John Monte

Margaret Adelfi o
Othmar Winkler

Jacqueline Wakeling

In the photo at left, offi cers and members of the Board of  Governors of the John Carroll Society gathered for the annual  
Leadership Retreat on September 17 at Georgetown Prep. On the right members and friends display their artwork after 

the younger adult fellowship recently met to celebrate the season with pumpkin carving.

Enjoying Autumn
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Addressing members of the 
John Carroll Society at 

the Red Mass brunch on Oct. 
2 at the Capital Hilton hotel, 
the group’s president, Andrew 
Cook, noted that it strives to 
help members deepen their 
Catholic faith and make a dif-
ference in the community.

Both those priorities took 
center stage that morning, 
fi rst with the 70th annual 
Red Mass at the Cathedral of 
St. Matthew the Apostle in 
Washington, D.C., which seeks 
God’s blessings on those who 
work in the administration of 
the law. 

Then at the Red Mass brunch 
that followed, where four local 
attorneys and an area law fi rm 
received Society’s 2022 Pro 
Bono Legal Service Awards for 
their volunteer work with the 
Catholic Charities Legal Net-
work of The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington.

The Catholic Charities Legal Network provides information, 
limited legal advice, and referrals to private attorneys and 
other legal services programs for D.C. and Maryland resi-
dents. Potential clients assisted by attorneys and law fi rms 
volunteering in the Legal Network  must fall within 250 
percent of federal poverty guidelines. Clients are assisted with 
legal matters like consumer debt and bankruptcy, employ-
ment issues, family law including child custody and domestic 
violence cases, landlord and tenant housing issues, public 
benefi ts, and estate planning including will drafting and ad-
vanced healthcare directives. James D. Bishop, Esq., serves as 
the Legal Network’s director.

In the last fi scal year, the 786 volunteers in Catholic Charities 
Legal Network provided about 5,500 pro bono hours valued at 
more than $3.2 million, assisting 1,603 adults with pro bono 
civil law cases.

The four attorneys receiving the 2022 Pro Bono Legal Service 
Awards were Michael J. Francese, John D. Renneisen, Timothy 
F. Maloney and Sharon Taylor Smith, and the law fi rm receiv-
ing that award was Crowell & Moring, LLP.

Michael J. Francese, Esq., a partner at Covington & Burling 
LLP, serves as chairman of the Catholic Charities’ Legal Net-
work’s Advisory Council. In addition to conducting second-
stage client intake for the Legal Network each month, he has 
vetted and recruited people to serve on its Advisory Council 
and has accepted pro bono cases from the Legal Network 
and provided professional guidance on employment-related 
cases. Francese earned his juris doctor degree from the George 
Washington University School of Law after earlier earning a 
bachelor’s degree from Duke University.

John D. Renneisen, Esq., a senior counsel at O’Melveny & 
Meyers LLP, provides legal advice on environmental issues at 

his law fi rm. He has served 
with Catholic Charities Legal 
Network for 25 years, includ-
ing with client in-person and 
second stage consultations 
and by assisting the net-
work’s director and staff in 
evaluating complex civil law 
cases. Renneisen earned an 
undergraduate degree from 
Williams College, a master’s 
degree from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, 
and a juris doctor degree 
from Duke University. 

Timothy F. Maloney, Esq., a 
partner at Joseph, Greenwald 
& Laake, PA, serves on Catho-
lic Charities Legal Network’s 
Advisory Council. At his 
law fi rm, he has represented 
clients in civil rights, employ-
ment discrimination, whistle-
blower and business litigation 
cases. Maloney and his law 

fi rm have accepted pro bono cases from the Legal Network, and 
he has advised the network’s staff and volunteer attorneys on 
civil law matters. After earning an undergraduate degree from 
Georgetown University, Maloney earned a juris doctor degree 
from the University of Baltimore School of Law. He served as a 
member of the Maryland House of Delegates from 1979-94.

Sharon Taylor Smith retired in 2017 after serving as a part-time 
attorney with Catholic Charities Legal Network for 16 years. 
Since retiring, she has volunteered with second stage client 
intake for the network and assists the network’s director with 
evaluating the program’s more diffi cult cases for legal merit and 
proper disposition. She has also served as a mentor to the net-
work’s staff and attorney volunteers on family law matters, and 
has assisted with editing the network’s annual reports, newslet-
ters and grant proposals. Taylor Smith earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Virginia State University in Petersburg, 
Virginia and her juris doctor degree from the George Mason 
University School of Law.

For the past 33 years since the Catholic Charities Legal Network 
was formed in 1989, the Crowell & Moring LLP law fi rm has ac-
cepted pro bono cases from the network on a variety of civil law 
matters. Attorneys from Crowell & Moring volunteer to conduct 
in-person intake on a weekly basis for the Legal Network, and 
John E. McCarthy Jr. and Susan M. Hoffman, who are among 
the partners at that law fi rm, have served on the Legal Net-
work’s Advisory Council. 

At the Red Mass brunch, Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory 
thanked members of the John Carroll Society for their generous 
support of the Catholic Church’s outreach, and he commended 
Msgr. Peter Vaghi, the society’s chaplain, for his leadership of 
the group.       

By Mark Zimmermann and reprinted with permission from the Catholic 
Standard newspaper.

Four Attorneys and a Law Firm 
Honored at Red Mass Brunch

with Catholic Charities Legal 

work’s director and staff in 

After the Red Mass Brunch on Oct. 2 at the Capital Hilton, recipients of 
the John Carroll Society’s 2022 Pro Bono Legal Service Awards posed for a 
photo with Washington Cardinal Gregory and representatives of the John 
Carroll Society. From left to right are Michael J. Francese, Esq., a partner 
at Covington & Burling LLP, and recipient of the Pro Bono Legal Service 
Award; John D. Renneisen, Esq., a senior counsel at O’Melveny & Meyers 
LLP, and a recipient of the Pro Bono Legal Service Award; Sharon Taylor 
Smith, a retired attorney who received the Pro Bono Legal Service Award; 
Edward O’Connell, the chair of the 2022 Red Mass Committee; Cardinal 
Gregory; Andrew Cook, the president of the John Carroll Society; Timothy 
F. Maloney, Esq., a partner at Joseph, Greenwald & Laake, PA, who received 
the Pro Bono Legal Service Award; Laura Foggan, a partner with Crowell 
& Moring, LLP, who accepted a Pro Bono Legal Service Award on behalf of 
her fi rm; and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, the chaplain of the John Carroll Society.
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Around 35 years ago Darryl Kelley’s supervi-
sor at the US Marshals Service assigned the 

young deputy to security detail at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral during the Red Mass. Although Kel-
ley remained outside providing protection to 
the attendees, the memory of being at the Red 
Mass stuck with him. Looking back over his 
life today, he describes the day as “Providential 
– God had something in mind for me without 
me knowing it.”    

A native of Norfolk, Va. and the youngest of 
eight children all raised Baptist, Kelley said 
he was always involved in a church growing 
up – but “began to think more deeply about 
my spirituality” after his marriage in 1986 to 
Evelyn Kelley and raising three children in the 
early 1990s. At the time, his life was busy – full-time 
employment with the US Marshals, a growing family and 
law school at night. By the time his youngest child was born 
in 1996, Kelley began asking himself, “How do you really 
live the Christian life?”

According to Kelley, the answer seemed to appear in his stud-
ies. “Christian scripture looked a lot like my law books,” Kelley 
said. “It made me look at Scripture a little more deeply.” His 
quest to know more continued as he built his professional 
life - graduating from the University of Maryland law school, 
working as an intern with U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes and 
eventually opening his own law practice. In 2002 Kelley 
ran and won a seat in the Maryland House of Delegates, 
representing his Camp Springs community.

Through it all said Kelley “the number one issue that resonated 
with me was life.” He said he felt drawn to researching issues 
effecting the dignity of the human person. During this time, 
his older daughters began attending Georgetown Visitation 
High School and the family attended Mass at the school and 
with their daughters’ softball team. Over time, the family came 
to learn about the Rite of Christian Initiation For Adults. “We 
decided as a family we would become Catholic,” Kelley said 
and in 2009 they completed the RCIA program at St. Philip 
Parish in Camp Springs. 

MEMBER PROFILE

Kelley’s focus on Scripture expanded as he 
began attending daily Mass at St. Philip’s and 
participating as a lector. “A consistent reading 
of the Word is life changing,” Kelley said, “it’s 
transformative.” And in the years following 
his family’s conversion, Kelley felt called to 
the diaconate.

It was in his diaconate formation class that 
Kelley and his wife fi rst met Msgr. Peter 
Vaghi during a Lenten retreat. “My wife and 
I really enjoyed his refl ections on Lent,” 
Kelley recalled. But at the time, Kelley still had 
not heard about the John Carroll Society. His 
journey would fi nally come full circle follow-
ing his summer ministry with the Catholic 
Charities Legal Network where Kelley assisted 

with pro bono service in family law. Following his ordination 
to the permanent diaconate in 2019, the John Carroll Society 
recognized Kelley as a Pro Bono Award winner at that year’s 
Red Mass Brunch.

“It’s a wonderful Society,” Kelley said. “There is something 
for everybody to get involved.” He noted some of his favorite 
events such as the Red Mass where he proclaimed the Gospel 
this year, the Rose Mass, featuring prayers for those in the 
healthcare profession and the Society’s retreats. “I love 
retreats now,” Kelley said. “They offer time to sit back, 
refl ect, read Scripture, be in communion with God and 
talk to other people.”

Kelley is also preparing to deliver the homily at this year’s 
Mass on the Epiphany of the Lord. The Mass will be held at 
St. Patrick’s Church prior to the Society’s annual January 
Brunch on January 8, 2023.

The John Carroll Society helps add spiritual practices to profes-
sional ones – “spirituality is an everyday thing,” Kelly said. 
And JCS “draws people together, shows you are not out there 
by yourself.” The Society is a “really good support group for 
people, for Catholics and for the community.”

By Lynnea Mumola

Deacon Darryl Kelley: 
from Providing Security to Proclaiming the Gospel

25th FALL RETREAT

The John Carroll Society’s 25th An-
nual Fall Retreat was held in-person 

on October 29 at Mount St. Mary’s 

Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. Msgr. 
William King, this year’s retreat director 
presented “Prophets Unite! Lament: The 
Misunderstood Biblical Theme.” 

The retreat featured private refl ection time, 
a noon Mass in St. Bernard’s Chapel, and 

opportunities for Confession and Adora-
tion of the Eucharist. During the noon 
Mass Msgr. Peter Vaghi, served as principal 
celebrant and Msgr. King delivered the 
homily. The popular fall retreat concluded 
with the Rosary and Benediction.

Prophets Topic of 
Pre-Advent Retreat
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To understand our Roman Catholic 
faith more deeply, it is wise to con-

sult its foundational principles. Here, 
I discuss one modern classic, aptly 
entitled Theology for Beginners, and a 
recently published book, The Virtues.

In Theology for Beginners, Frank Sheed 
provides a clear explanation of the 
central doctrines of our Faith.  Sheed 
(1897-1981) was a distinguished writer 
and London publisher; many of his 
books remain in print.

First published in 1957, Theology for 
Beginners is Sheed’s effort to convey 
“the joy and excitement of theological 
knowledge” to the Catholic laity.  His 
premise – which is as valid today as it 
was 65 years ago – is that the laity lives 
“an undernourished life” because they 
do not take the time to delve into the 
fundamentals of the Faith.  This “spiri-
tual starvation” can be relieved by our 
learning those truths and conveying 

BOOK REVIEW  by Ted Hirt

them to others. 

Sheed begins with an extensive explana-
tion of God as infi nite spirit, possessing 
omnipresence and eternity.  He refutes 
various materialistic critiques of the 
existence of souls.  Sheed expounds 
on Trinitarian doctrine, 
acknowledging our dif-
fi culty in grasping it: “Of 
the infi nite being we have 
no experience at all: if 
God tells us that in Him 
there are three Persons, we 
have no reason to ques-
tion, we must simply try 
to understand.” Instead 
Sheed asks us to grasp the 
mystery of their distinct 
characteristics, e.g., “that 
the Father is Origin, the 
Son proceeds by the way 
of Knowledge, the Holy 
Spirit by the way of Love.”

The author also discusses Creation, the 
fall of Adam, Christ as Redeemer, Mary 
as Mother of God, and the Sacraments. 
I appreciated his defense of the Church 
as our teacher – “We must fi nd the 
teacher authorized by God to teach and 
accept his authority.  The alternative 
is to go without.  And freedom is not 
served by ignorance.”

The Virtues, by John H. Garvey, who 
was President of the Catholic Univer-

sity of America from 
2011-2022 is drawn from 
his remarks at its com-
mencement exercises. 
Although his refl ections 
address a university’s 
role in the moral educa-
tion of its students, 
Garvey explains how 
virtues can be instilled at 
all life stages, from youth 
to old age.  The inculca-
tion of virtue is critically 
important in our secular 
democracy because the 

Perspectives on Our Faith and Virtues  
Frank Sheed, (Ignatius Press, 2017 ed., $15.95), John H. Garvey, 
The Virtues (The Catholic University of America Press, 2022, $25.95). 

Continued on page 4


