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John Carroll Society
Established 1951 Archdiocese of Washington 2021-22UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 4, 2021

ST. NICHOLAS MASS & GIFT DRIVE 

The Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda, 
5 p.m. Mass 

Principal Celebrant and Homilist: 
Bishop Mario Dorsonville

Reception and visit with St. Nick to follow in 
Parish Hall

December 9, 2021

ADVENT SOCIAL

All are welcome for a reception from 6-8 p.m. 
at K&L Gates hosted by Andrew Cook, JCS 
President. Please bring toiletries for local shelters.

January 9, 2022

JANUARY MASS AND BRUNCH ON 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Washington, DC 
10 a.m. Principal Celebrant and Homilist: Msgr. 
Peter Vaghi.  

Brunch to follow at the Grand Hyatt 
Washington, 1000 H Street, NW. 

Brunch speaker: Father Joseph Lingan, 
S.J. President, Gonzaga College High School.

February 19, 2022

PRE-LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION

Washington Retreat Center 8:30 a.m. 

Retreat Director:  Father Daniel Pajerski

Offi cers
President, Andrew N. Cook
First Vice President, Eileen Moore, MD
Second Vice President, Preeya Noronha Pinto
Secretary, Elizabeth A. Young
Assistant Secretary, Suvia Yuan  
Treasurer, Scott Rembold 
Assistant Treasurer, Mary Ann Dmochowski
Parliamentarian, Jane Sullivan Roberts
Historian, John J. DeGioia, Ph.D.
Immediate Past President, Jeffrey Paravano

Board of Governors
William E. Conway, Jr.
Michael Ferguson
Timothy Gleeson
Catherine Ronan Karrels
Deacon Darryl Kelly
Alexandra LaFrankie
Michelle Lally
Jeff MacKinnon
Elizabeth Meers
Jack Murphy
Raj Noronha
Ricardo Perez, DDS
Phil Ward
Cynthia Wright

Society Chaplain
Rev. Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi

Executive Director
Colleen Mudlaff

Communication and 
Outreach Committee
Chair, Raj Noronha
Editor, Lynnea Mumola 
Designer, Andy Eng

Father Patrick S. Lewis, pastor 
of St. Philip the Apostle Parish 
served as the spiritual director 
of this year’s Pre-Advent Retreat 
held on Nov. 6.

24th FALL RETREAT

NEW JCS MEMBERS As of October 30, 2021

Robin Cleary
Richard Cleary Jr.
Mary Pam Hardy
Sponsor: Msgr. Peter Vaghi

Patrick Mullery
Sponsor: Kathleen & 
Steve Mullery

David Bathon
Sponsor: Derek Webb

Dr. Donald Carmichael
Sheila Byrd Carmichael
John Glennon
Sponsor: Connie Mitchell

Shawn Sheehy
Maria del Pilar Vazquez Calva
Sponsor: Ed Wenger

Aileen Murphy
Sponsor: Amanda Alexander

Joseph Cipollone
Sponsor: Michael Cozzi

Nat Calamis
J. Peter Glaws IV
Sponsor: Paul Maloney

Most Rev. Joseph Coffey
Sponsor: David Ralston

Colin Murphy
Sponsor: Jonathan Amgott

Joseph Fiorilli
Sponsor: Jennifer Gniady

Martha Frydl
Sponsor: Elizabeth Meers

Edward Knight
Sponsor: Andrew Athy

Jenny Kraska
Sponsor: Susan Gibbs

Father Patrick S. Lewis, pastor 

The Society’s 24th annual Fall Retreat, “Rejoice! God is With Us” was held in-person on 
November 6 at Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center. Father Patrick S. Lewis, pastor of St. Philip 

the Apostle Church in Camp Springs served as the retreat director for the popular autumn event.

Each year the Society’s members and their guests are invited to prepare for the season of Advent 
during a half-day-long spiritual retreat. The afternoon event includes two meditations, private 
refl ection time, an opportunity for confession and Mass. The principal celebrant for the Mass was 
Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi and the homilist was Father Lewis.

Ordained in 2012, Father Lewis has served at St. Philip since July 2019. His previous assignments 
have included Sacred Heart Parish in Bowie, MD and the Church of the Little Flower in Bethesda, 
MD. The pastor presented the First Meditation of the day, “Joy of Creation: ‘It is Good!’ and 
continued with “Joy of Communion: ‘Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord!’

Pre-Advent Retreat Highlights God’s Goodness

March 27, 2022

31st ANNUAL ROSE MASS

Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda, 
10:30 a.m. Mass.

Principal Celebrant: 
Wilton Cardinal Gregory

Homilist: Rev. Richard Nichols, S.J.

Luncheon to follow in the Parish Hall 
with the JCS Pro Bono Health Care 
Service Awards.   

April 29, 2022

36TH ANNUAL DINNER

The Four Seasons Hotel, Washington, 
DC, 6:30 p.m. Cocktails, 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner   

December 2021 through May 2022

FIRST THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP

Speaker: Rev. Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi   

Series Title: “The Pandemic 
Challenge: A Renewed Appreciation 
of the Eucharist”

Every First Thursday at the Church of 
the Little Flower in Bethesda.

Theological Refl ection at 7:30 a.m. 
in the Church, followed by the 
8:15 a.m. Mass.

Craig Leen
Sponsor: Andrew Cook

Dony MacManus
Sponsor: Bill Saunders

Michael McCormick
Sponsor: Carolyn Boyle

Kristen Panico 
Sponsor: Tim Gleeson

Theresa Hyatte 
Sponsor: Jim Bishop

Emily Snyder
Sponsor: George Snyder

Tanya Youngberg
Sponsor: Paul Dueffert
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CHAPLAIN’S LETTER — ADVENT 2021

My dear John Carroll Society members,

Advent is four full weeks this year. It is a particular time each year to focus on the presence of the Lord, 
the presence not only at Christmas, the presence of the Lord at the end of the world, but also the presence of 
the Lord here and now especially in the Eucharist. 

St. Charles Borromeo, that great 16th century Cardinal of Milano, once wrote about Advent: “This holy 
season teaches us that Christ’s coming was not only for the benefi t of his contemporaries; his power has still 
to be communicated to us all. We shall share his power, if, through holy faith and the sacraments, we willingly 
accept the grace Christ earned for us, and live by that grace and in obedience to Christ.” 

There is no greater presence, no greater joy for us, than the real presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
The Eucharist is our Advent Joy. 

What inexhaustible love!  It was a Love born at Bethlehem in the humblest of circumstances.  It was a 
Love fulfi lled at Jerusalem on the cross and resurrection.  It is a saving Love that lasts forever – a Love antici-
pated from all times – a Love that we adore in the Blessed Sacrament on the altar.  It is a Love that makes its 
home in us every time we eat His body and drink His blood, each one of us baptized into His body. 

In these days of Advent, I suggest this year that we ponder in our prayer, precisely in the midst of all the 
busyness of Christmas preparation, the mystery of Love born in our midst – in a manger.  He was born to die.  
The wood of the manger would in 32 short years mysteriously become the wood of the cross, a mystery 

commemorated each and every time we eat His body and drink His blood.  Bethlehem 
can only be seen in the context of Jerusalem in much the same way that the Eucharist 
can only be understood in the context of the Upper Room and Calvary itself. 

My prayer is that our Advent joy this year be deepened by a renewed appreciation 
of the Eucharist in our lives and the lives of those close to us. 

Prayerfully yours,

Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi
Chaplain, the John Carroll Society
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A Triumphant Return to Nationals Park

Following the re-opening of baseball stadiums to fans, 45 members of the John Carroll Society and their guests returned to 
Nationals Park on Tuesday, July 20 for a pregame faith witness and to cheer the home team Washington Nationals against 

their Eastern Division rivals the Miami Marlins. The Nationals defeated the Marlins 6 -3 behind starting pitcher Paolo Espino’s 
fi ve shut-out innings.

Member Ray McKenna, president of Catholic Athletes for Christ once again helped organize the outing, which included meeting 
with Ted Towne, Nats Assistant General Manager and Senior VP, as well as the Catholic Athletes for Christ Assistant Chaplain, 
Father Andrew Fischer.

Members of the John Carroll Society take in a Washington Nationals Game on July 20. 
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Immediately following the 69th Annual Red Mass on 
October 3rd, over 300 members of the Society and their 

guests gathered for the presentation of the John Carroll 
Society 2021 Pro Bono Legal Service Awards during a brunch 
at the Capital Hilton. Unable to 
hold the traditional brunch last 
year due to restrictions from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Msgr. Peter 
Vaghi welcomed the members 
back saying, “We needed to be 
together.”

The yearly awards recognize count-
less hours of volunteer service 
to the Catholic Charities Legal 
Network. For 30 years, the Network 
has provided pro bono legal services, 
giving persons accessing this pro-
gram general information, access to 
volunteer attorneys and law fi rms, 
as well as referrals to other appro-
priate legal service organizations.

Washington Cardinal Wilton 
Gregory, Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi, chaplain, Andrew N. Cook, 
president, and Edward A. O’Connell, chair of the 2021 
Red Mass committee presented the honors. This year’s 
recipients included: John J. Kavanagh, Timothy P. O’Brien, 
Theresa M. Hyatte, Angela Kuan, and the law fi rm Baker & 
Hostetler LLP. 

A partner at Steptoe & Johnson LLP, John Kavanah is a 
longtime volunteer of Catholic Charities Legal Network. 
To date he has served over 1,000 hours,  conducting intake 
with pro bono clients often assisting callers well into the 
evening. 

Despite the challenges of last year’s pandemic and raising 
three young sons, Angela Kuan handled 5 cases as a volun-
teer attorney at Catholic Charities’ Susan D. Mona Center 

in Prince George’s County, Maryland. Some of the pro bono
cases included wills, advanced medical directives, guard-
ianships, and trust agreements. With each case, Kuan says 
she appreciates the opportunity to assist Catholic Charities 

Legal Network in helping others 
in great need.

Working with retired judge Leo 
Green at the Mona Center, 
Timothy O’Brien assists clients 
in need of estate planning and 
estate disputes in Prince George’s 
County. A principal in the law 
fi rm of Joseph Greenwald & Laake, 
O’Brien continues to help the pro 
bono clients with complicated 
cases.

Catholic Charities Legal Network 
recognized Theresa Hyatte’s recent 
outstanding work as a volunteer 
telephone intake attorney, 
including throughout the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. Hyatt was espe-

cially commended for her excellent consultation skills with 
callers seeking help about civil law matters.

For the past three years – including during the pandemic 
– Baker & Hostetler LLP assisted Catholic Charities with 
telephone client intake on the fi rst, third, and fi fth Wednes-
day of every month. The fi rm’s lawyers and staff ensure that 
any callers in need of help receive intake services. Jeffry 
Paravano, managing partner and immediate past president 
of the Society accepted the award on behalf of the fi rm.

In his brief remarks Cardinal Gregory echoed Msgr. Vaghi’s 
greetings that it was “good to be together” with the John 
Carroll Society. “Those who have been given much – have 
much to return,” the cardinal said. “The John Carroll 
Society lives noblesse oblige to perfection.”

Pro Bono Legal Service Awards 
Presented at Red Mass Brunch

Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory speaks during the 
Red Mass Brunch praising the Society’s members for their 
pro bono service to the Archdiocese of Washington.

John Garvey, president of The Catholic University of America gathers with law professors and students at the Red Mass Brunch on October 3.
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John Garvey, president of The Catholic University of America gathers with law professors and students at the Red Mass Brunch on October 3.
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Legal Network in helping others 
in great need.

Working with retired judge Leo 
Green at the Mona Center, 
Timothy O’Brien assists clients 
in need of estate planning and 
estate disputes in Prince George’s 
County. A principal in the law 
fi rm of Joseph Greenwald & Laake, 
O’Brien continues to help the 
bono
cases.

Catholic Charities Legal Network 
recognized Theresa Hyatte’s recent 
outstanding work as a volunteer Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory speaks during the 
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even God for our own ends instead of 
serving Him.”

“Those who receive God and draw near 
to Him, draw near to His justice,” the 
archbishop said. “Without this humble 
attitude, we risk repeating what the an-
cient Romans expressed … Even just laws, 
they asserted, can result in injustice when 
unaccompanied by a just heart.”

Noting that the annual Mass was being 
offered just one day before the fi rst 
anniversary of the publication of Pope 
Francis’s encyclical “Fratelli Tutti”
(“Brothers and Sisters All”), Archbishop 
Caccia encouraged lawmakers to “not 
only draw near as neighbor to those in 
need but take responsibility for them 
as a brother or sister.”

Quoting the encyclical, “Each day we 
have to decide whether to be Good 
Samaritans or indifferent bystanders,” 
Archbishop Caccia told those in the legal 
profession that “each day we determine 
whether or not we’re ashamed to treat 
others as brothers and sisters.”

Noting that everyone is on a “journey 
of truth and continual conversion,” the 
archbishop urged those at the Mass to 
remember that “every time we treat 
others as objects that we can ‘grasp’ and 
use for our own purposes, we lose them. 

Mercy and Fraternity Vital in 
Administering Justice, Homilist Says 

Continued from page 1

If we, however, receive them as a gift, 
we can start a relationship that may last 
a lifetime.”

Archbishop Caccia prayed that the Holy 
Spirit “will come down upon each of us 
and all those involved in carrying out the 
sacred responsibilities of justice, public 
service and diplomatic work.” 

A native of Milan, Italy, Archbishop 
Caccia entered the diplomatic service of 
the Holy See 30 years ago. He has served 
at the Apostolic Nunciature in Tanzania, 
was previously the papal nuncio to 
Lebanon and the Philippines and 
was assessor for general affairs in the 
Vatican’s Secretariat of State. He was 
named a bishop by Pope Benedict XVI 
in 2009.

MEMBER NEWS

■  Last August, Jesuit 
Father Mark Bosco, Vice 
President for Mission & 
Ministry at Georgetown 
University and William 
M. Treanor, Executive 
Vice President and Dean 
of Georgetown’s Law 
Center named Amy Uelmen, as the Law 
Center’s fi rst Director for Mission and 
Ministry. During last year’s Top of the 
Town virtual event, Dr. Uelmen presented 
the keynote address, “Integrating Faith 
and Professional Life: Praying with the 
Beatitudes.” A Georgetown graduate 
and longtime member of the Focolare 
community, Dr. Uelmen’s grassroots com-
munity work has focused on interreligious 
dialogue, projects for economic justice, 
and workshops to heal cultural and politi-
cal polarization.

■  Father William 
Gurnee celebrated the 
nuptial Mass of Erica
and Adam Higgins
on September 4 in 
St. Joseph’s Church 
on Capitol Hill. The 
reception followed 
at the Willard.

■  Erik Causey and his wife, Mowele 
Causey joyfully announce the arrival of 
Gabriel Bokang Causey on July 1, 2021. He 
joins big brother Andrew. Gabriel is named 

after St. Gabriel 
the archangel. His 
middle name 
means “Praise be 
to God” in Mow-
ele’s South African 
language.

Amy Uelmen, as the Law DECEASED MEMBERS

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of the following members and 
friends of the John Carroll Society: 

Edward Grenier
Michael Hurley

Charles Carter Carroll
Ruey Dempsey
Vincent DeCain
Vincent Jones

Cornelius Heine
William Pennington
Richard Bonsignore

■  Evelyn Patricia Abbey 
arrived on August 17th to 
proud parents, Tristan and 
Jennifer Abbey. Jennifer 
serves as co-chair of the 
Young Adult Fellowship 
Committee.

At the beginning of the Mass, a Knights 
of Columbus color guard marched down 
the aisle carrying the U.S. and Vatican 
fl ags. After the presentation of the colors, 
the congregation sang the National 
Anthem. During the Mass, prayers were 
offered for those who serve the public in 
federal, state and local offi ces; for those 
suffering from COVID and other health 
challenges; and for peace in the world. 
Cardinal Gregory thanked Archbishop 
Caccia for “the witness you offer in the 
name of the Holy Father.” Just prior to 
the end of the Mass, the congregation 
sang “America the Beautiful.”

By Richard Szczepanowski and reprinted with 
permission of the Catholic Standard newspaper.

In the center Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory, principal celebrant of the liturgy consecrates 
the Eucharist during the Red Mass with Archbishop Christophe Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the United 
States. Other priests concelebrating at the Mass included Bishop Michael Burbidge, bishop of 
Arlington, Virginia; Bishop Paul Loverde, retired bishop of Arlington; Bishop Joseph Coffey, auxiliary 
bishop of the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA; Washington Auxiliary Bishops Roy E. 
Campbell Jr. and Mario Dorsonville; Msgr. W. Ronald Jameson, rector of St. Matthew’s Cathedral; 
Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain and several priests of the archdiocese.

In the center Washington Cardinal Wilton Gregory, principal celebrant of the liturgy consecrates 
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The annual Top of The Town event 
is a welcome tradition that allows 

the John Carroll Society to say farewell 
to summer and greet the new program 
year in fellowship. This year’s event 
held on Sept. 22 at the Top of the Town 
Reception Center provided breathtak-
ing views of our beloved home, Wash-
ington, D.C. The reception and keynote 
address were especially cherished as we 
were fi nally able to gather in-person 
together after a long absence due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Despite the cooler, 
misty evening, members and their 
guests were warmly welcomed by our 
new president, Andy Cook. Monsignor 
Peter Vaghi, chaplain, led the opening 
prayer encouraging us to continue to 
grow in our spiritual life, embrace our community, and 
make the most of the opportunities created here at the 
John Carroll Society.

Our event speaker this year was Father Robert Boxie, 
chaplain at Howard University. In addition to serving as 

chaplain, the priest, a native of Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, serves as priest-in-resi-
dence at Immaculate Conception Parish. 

Father Boxie presented “Bringing Virtue 
Back: Living Your Best Catholic Life.” He 
delved into the concept of unleashing 
our virtue, transforming ourselves, and 
therefore, our culture. Father Boxie noted 
that we are given the gift of freedom and 
thus, the ability to choose the good over 
evil. The power of our will, and ulti-
mately the soul, can be perfected for this 
good. We should enhance our faith by 
striving for virtue; to act upon our words 
and be fruitful with our actions. Father 
Boxie concluded by encouraging us to 
seek guidance from the saints and to truly 
desire to be one ourselves.

As always, the Younger Member Fellowship wishes to thank 
the Byrne family for once again inviting us to the beautiful 
venue, Top of the Town, and to Father Robert Boxie for 
sharing his wisdom with us.

By Michelle Merola Lally

TOP OF THE TOWN

Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain of the John Carroll 
Society and event speaker Father Robert Boxie, 
chaplain at Howard University visit before the 
annual Top of the Town event.

Members Gather Again for Top of The Town with 
Keynote Focusing on ‘Living Best Catholic Life’

chaplain, the priest, a native of Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, serves as priest-in-resi-
dence at Immaculate Conception Parish. 

Father Boxie presented “Bringing Virtue 
Back: Living Your Best Catholic Life.” He 
delved into the concept of unleashing 
our virtue, transforming ourselves, and 
therefore, our culture. Father Boxie noted 
that we are given the gift of freedom and 
thus, the ability to choose the good over 
evil. The power of our will, and ulti-
mately the soul, can be perfected for this 
good. We should enhance our faith by 
striving for virtue; to act upon our words Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain of the John Carroll 

Members of the Society and their guests gather in September for the Top of the Town reception for Father Robert Boxie’s presentation of 
“Bringing Virtue Back: Living Your Best Catholic Life.” 
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After graduating from Gonzaga, Father 
Lingan attended Virginia Tech where he 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Public Administration in the spring of 1979. 
In August of that year, he entered the 
Society of Jesus. He was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1990, making his fi nal 
vows in September 1996. 

Most recently Father Lingan served as the 
Associate Director at the Ignatius House 
Jesuit Retreat Center, in Atlanta. From 2011 

President of Gonzaga High School to 
Deliver Keynote at January Brunch

Continued from page 1

through 2018 the priest was appointed to 
serve as Rector of the Jesuit Community at 
Georgetown University prior to which he 
served as Novice Master for the Maryland, 
New England, and New York Provinces of 
the Society of Jesus from 2003- 2010. Over 
the years, Father Lingan has served a variety 
of places including as a faculty member at 
Scranton Preparatory School in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, Associate Director at the 
Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth in 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania and as Rector/
President at St. Michael’s Institute in 
Spokane, Washington.

Father Lingan returns to his alma mater just 
in time to help celebrate the school’s 200th 

anniversary. In a message on the Gonzaga 
website he noted the value of a Jesuit 
education, “A large part of what we do 
each day is to help our students learn to 
see and understand both the beauty and 
the complexity of life and the world in 
which they fi nd themselves.”

The Mass for the Baptism of Our Lord 
will be celebrated at St. Patrick’s Church 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, January 9, 2022. 
Msgr. Peter Vaghi, John Carroll Society, 
chaplain will be the principal celebrant 
and homilist. Immediately following Mass 
members will gather at the Grand Hyatt, 
in northwest Washington, for a brunch 
featuring Father Lingan’s address.
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The Chair of the Communications 
and Outreach Committee for the 

John Carroll Society works quietly 
behind the scenes at Society events – 
taking photos, tweeting, or recording 
a video. For this member profi le, the 
Society now brings one of its most 
committed leaders – Rajesh Noronha 
– into the spotlight. Recently the Soci-
ety honored Noronha with its highest 
award, the John Carroll Society Medal, 
for his outreach efforts to members 
during the coronavirus pandemic.  

With a bachelor’s degree in engineer-
ing from The Catholic University 
of America and a juris doctor from 
Catholic’s Columbus School of Law, 
Raj has used his scientifi c and writ-
ing skills as an intellectual property 
attorney to communicate the message of the John Carroll 
Society. His skills are helpful to continue sharing the work 
in the traditional paper format of the newsletter, and in the 
newest video and audio technologies. 

Rajesh fi rst started taking photos at Society pilgrimages 
abroad to France, Spain, Germany, and Italy, preserving 
the memories of the experiences to religious sites for fellow 
pilgrims, family, and friends. The Society recognized that 
these photos speak a thousand words in demonstrating 
how the John Carroll Society works to deepen the spiritual, 
intellectual, and social life of its members. His photos of 
both events in D.C. and abroad have been featured on the 
Society website, newsletter, social media, and emails. These 

MEMBER PROFILE

images help to provide a preview of 
programming for prospective members 
as part of their invitation to participate.

Rajesh volunteered to join the Commu-
nications Committee to help redesign 
and add new capabilities to the Society 
website. Using his technological 
knowledge, Rajesh brought Msgr. Peter 
Vaghi’s monthly spiritual refl ections 
into podcast format where they are 
available for members unable to attend 
a First Thursday talk. Raj was elevated 
to the chair of the Communications 
Committee and invited to join the 
Board of Governors.

During the global pandemic of 2020, 
Raj’s tremendous contributions behind 
the scenes were invaluable to keeping 
Society members connected when 

in-person contact was limited. Although the world paused, 
programming for the Society continued in a new way. By 
facilitating the retreats on the online platform Zoom, the John 
Carroll Society was able to continue to serve the spiritual needs 
of the community – in no small part thanks to Rajesh. 

For his efforts to sustain and grow the message of hope to the 
Catholic professional community during a global pandemic, 
Msgr. Vaghi, chaplain and Jeffrey Paravano, then-president of 
the Society awarded Rajesh the John Carroll Society Medal over 
the summer. Raj’s work for the Society shows the words of God 
continue to be shared in ever ancient, and ever new ways.

By Maya Noronha

Communication and Outreach Committee Chair 
Rajesh Noronha Honored with JCS Award

From left to right Jeffrey Paravano, then-president, 
and Msgr. Peter Vaghi, chaplain, present the John 
Carroll Society Award to Raj Noronha, chair of the 
Communication and Outreach Committee.
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In contrast to Ahlquist’s analysis of Ches-
terton’s philosophy and apologetics, The 
Wisdom of Mr. Chesterton is a rich compi-
lation of Chesterton quotations. Editor 
Dave Armstrong has collected over 350 
pages of quotations, assembled alphabeti-
cally by topic – 270 or so!  This book has 
a comprehensive bibliography and index. 
Even skimming this book confi rms what 
Ahlquist observed – although some quota-
tions are short, they are invariably laser 
sharp in focus.

Book Review: The Rich Legacy of 
G.K. Chesterton

Continued from page 8

Now, I select several of my many favorite quota-
tions. On Revolution:  “By rebelling against 
everything he has lost his right to rebel against 
anything.”  On Optimism:  “The optimist is a 
better reformer than the pessimist; and the man 
who believes life to be excellent is the man who 
alters it most.” On Dogma (Catholic): “Catholic 
doctrine and discipline may be walls; but they 
are the walls of a playground.” For a reader who 
is not yet ready to engage Chesterton’s thinking 
on a deep level, The Wisdom of Mr. Chesterton is 
a perfect entry point to his observations on the 
human condition and society.

I highly recommend both these books to those 
who want to learn more about this celebrated 
English author. You will not be disappointed.
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The Carroll Citizen is published by the John Carroll Society, PO Box 454, Glen Echo, MD 20812          Visit our web site www.johncarrollsociety.org
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Glen Echo, MD 20812

Many of us are familiar with the 
prolifi c writings of the late 

British author and journalist Gilbert 
Keith Chesterton (1874-1936). He 
wrote over 80 books and over 4,000 
newspaper essays. See www.chesterton.
org. Chesterton became a Roman 
Catholic in 1922. Not surprisingly, 
there is a wealth of commentaries and 
anthologies of his work. In this review 
I discuss two of my favorites.

In The Complete Thinker, Chesterton 
scholar Dale Ahlquist provides us 
17 engaging essays that illuminate 
Chesterton’s thinking on a variety of 
religious and societal issues. His chap-
ter titles include, fi ttingly, the lead 
essay “How to Think,” and “Truth and 
Its Discontents,” “The Seven Deadly 
Sins,” “Politics and Patriotism,” and 

BOOK REVIEW  by Ted Hirt

“Life and Death.” Ahlquist em-
phasizes that Chesterton’s words, 
including his “amazing zingers” 
and pithy quotations, “spring 
from one basic principle” that 
he applied to all fi elds of human 
endeavor, and had articulated this 
way – “that there is a whole truth 
of things, and that in knowing it 
and speaking it we are happy.” 

Ahlquist demonstrates how Chester-
ton invariably cuts to the heart of the 
matter noting when Chesterton “says 
something so simple as: ‘To have a right 
to do a thing is not at all the same as to 
be right in doing it,’ we are immediately 
delighted with its truth, but we are also 
pleased by the package it arrives in.” This 
passage illustrates Ahlquist’s ability to 
bring Chesterton’s thinking home to us.

Additionally, 
Ahlquist reminds 
us that our contem-
porary world does 
not like to discuss 
the concept of sin 
or the word itself. 
Perhaps nothing 
has changed in that 
respect, when Ches-
terton remarked in 
1908 that the term 
“current morality” 
suggested that it was 
“the morality that 
is always running 

away.” Ahlquist writes that the “main 
reason we no longer recognize sin is 
that we no longer recognize virtue.” 
Chesterton observed that his society 
had altered the “standard of good 
which is the only standard by which 
any evil can be detected and defi ned.” 

Such insights can help us understand 
our Roman Catholic faith – and the 
challenges to that faith in a fallen, 
secular world.

The Rich Legacy of G.K. Chesterton  
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(Ignatius Press, 2012, $17.95); Dave Armstrong (ed.), The Wisdom of 
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away.” Ahlquist writes that the “main 

Continued on page 7


