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At Red Mass Brunch, 
Attorneys, Law Firms 
and Chaplain Honored 
for Volunteer Service 
'Three local attorneys and two Wash-

ington, D.C., law firms received 
the John Carroll Society's 2019 Pro 
Bono Legal Service Awards for volun-
teering with the Catholic Charities 
Legal Network that serves low-income 
people in the Washington region. The 
honorees received their awards on Oct. 
6 at a brunch at the Capital Hilton that 
followed the annual Red Mass. Msgr. 
Peter Vaghi, chaplain, also received a 
surprise award for his service to the 
Legal Network. 

The awards are given out each year to 
volunteers with the Catholic Charities 
Legal Network. Through the generosity 
of volunteer attorneys and the support 
of area law firms, the Legal Network 
offered free legal assistance at several 
locations in the District of Colum-
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Washington Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory 
delivers the homily at the Red Mass on Oct. 6 
at St. Matthew's Cathedral. 
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67TH ANNUAL RED MASS 

Archbishop Gregory Encourages Law 
Community to Reflect God's Justice and Mercy 

Addressing a congregation 
that included Supreme 

Court justices and law students 
attending the Oct. 6 Red Mass 
at the Cathedral of St. Matthew 
the Apostle in Washington, D.C., 
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory 
encouraged those involved in 
law to reflect God's justice and 
mercy. 

"Justice is a divine characteristic 
of God Himself. Whether we 
are Christian, Jewish, or Muslim 
in heritage - we all believe that 
God is perfectly just and always 
merciful," Washington's arch-

Washington Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory at center, 
celebrates the 67th annual Red Mass on Oct. 6 held at St. 
Matthew's Cathedral. 

bishop said. "And those of you 
engaged in the administration of justice 
can and must never completely remove 
those divine qualities from your service 
and your calling." 

The annual Mass, traditionally held on 
the Sunday before the Supreme Court 
opens its term on the first Monday of 
October, invokes God's blessings and 
guidance on those responsible for the 
administration of justice as well as on 
all public officials. The 67th annual Red 
Mass in the nation's capital was spon-
sored by the John Carroll Society, a group 
of 1,000 lay men and women from a 
variety of professions who participate in 
religious, charitable and social activities. 

"We pray for all of the members of the 
judiciary and legal world because yours 
is the tremendous responsibility of at-
tempting to reflect God's perfect justice 
and mercy in interpreting the laws of our 
nation and for all those who will come 
before you during this next year," Arch-
bishop Gregory said. 

Those affected by the administration 
of justice, he added, include those who 
may have committed crimes, and "those 
whose language, culture, race, or reli-
gion are not your own, as well as those 
who are at precarious moments on the 
spectrum of human life. None of them 
are unimportant and all of them ap-

proach you for what they hope will be 
a sign and an expression of God's truth. 
Four Supreme Court justices attended the 
Mass: John G. Roberts Jr., Chief Justice 
of the United States; Associate Justices 
Clarence Thomas and Stephen G. Breyer; 
and retired Associate Justice Anthony M. 
Kennedy. 

Also in attendance were U.S. Attorney 
General William Barr; U.S. Secretary of 
Labor Eugene Scalia; and U.S. Solicitor 
General Noel Francisco; along with nu-
merous judges and local attorneys, and 
deans, professors and students from area 
law schools. John Garvey, the president 
of The Catholic University of America; 
and John DeGioia, the president of 
Georgetown University, also attended. 

The name of the Red Mass derives from 
the red vestments worn by the clergy 
during the solemn votive Mass of the 
Holy Spirit, representing the tongues of 
fire symbolizing the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

"We begin another judicial season asking 
for a generous outpouring of God's Holy 
Spirit upon all who serve us in the realm 
of our legal structures," the archbishop 
said. "May each one of you rejoice in a 
spirit of integrity, courage, and wisdom 
each day of this new year of legal justice 
and human compassion." 

Continued on page 7 
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John Carroll Society 
Established 1951 Archdiocese of Washington 

Officers 

President, Jeffrey H. Paravano 
First Vice President, Andrew N. Cook 
Second Vice President, Preeya Noronha Pinto 
Secretary, Elizabeth A. Young 
Assistant Secretary, Suvia Yuan 
Treasurer, Christopher H. Mitchell 
Assistant Treasurer, Mary Ann Dmochowski 
Parliamentarian, Jane Sullivan Roberts 
Historian, John J. DeGioia, Ph.D. 
Immediate Past President, Carol Grefenstette Bates 

Board of Governors 

Bret Baier 
James D. Bishop 
Gregory D. Grant 
Michael R. Huston 
Catherine Ronan Karrels 
Alexandra LaFrankie 
Michelle Lally 
Jeff MacKinnon 
Hon. Anita McBride 
Eileen Moore, MD 
Jack Murphy 
Ricardo Perez, DDS 
Scott Rembold 
Philip J. Ward 

Society Chaplain 

Rev. Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi 

Executive Director 

Colleen Mudlaff 

Communication and 
Outreach Committee 

Chair, Raj Noronha 
Editor, Lynnea Mumola 
Designer, Andy Eng 

Summer Pilgrimage to 
Scotland Announced 

ijoin the John Carroll Society this 
summer on a pilgrimage to Scot-

and and discover more about the 
11th century saint and faithful wife 
of the King of Scotland, Margaret of 
Scotland. 

Society members and their guests 
are invited to the 2020 pilgrimage 
scheduled for July 31 through Aug. 9. 
Highlights of the trip include visit s 
to Glasgow and Edinburgh including 
the Castle and St. Margaret's Chapel. 
There will be time set aside for Mass, 
lectures and exploring the sights of 
the country including the highlands. 

Plan to see Scotland this summer 
with the John Carroll Society. More 
information on making reservations 
will be presented on the John Carroll 
Society website and email correspon-
dence. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 7, 2019 

2019-20 

ST. NICHOLAS MASS & GIFT DRIVE 

Mass at The Church of the Little Flower, 
Bethesda, 5 p.m. 

Principal Celebrant: Msgr. Peter Vaghi. 
Homilist: Rev. Keith Burney. 

Reception and visit with St. Nick to fol-
low in Parish Hall. 

January 12, 2020 

JANUARY MASS AND BRUNCH ON 
THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF 
THE LORD 

Mass at St. Patrick's Church, Washington, 
DC, 10:00 a.m. 

Principal Celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Peter 
Vaghi. Homilist: Rev. David M. Fitz-Patrick. 

Brunch to follow at Grand Hyatt, 1000 H 
Street, NW 

Brunch speaker: Aaron Dominguez, Pro-
vost at The Catholic University of America 

Presenting: "Faith and Science in Our 
World Today." 

February 22, 2020 

PRE-LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

Washington Retreat Center, 8:30 a.m. 

Retreat Director: Rev. Robert Boxie, 

Parochial Vicar, St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church 

NEW JCS MEMBERS As of October 22, 2019 

March 22, 2020 

29TH ANNUAL ROSE MASS 

Mass at The Church of the Little Flower, 
Bethesda, 10:30 a.m. 

Principal Celebrant and Homilist: Arch-
bishop Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of 
Washington 

Luncheon to follow in the Parish Hall 
with the JCS Pro Bono Health Care Ser-
vice Awards. 

MAY 1, 2020 

34TH ANNUAL DINNER 

Four Seasons Hotel, Washington, DC, 
6:30 p.m. 

October 2019 through May 2020 

FIRST THURSDAY AND THIRD 
THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP 

Speaker: Rev. Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi 

Theme: "Back to the Basics of the Faith" 

Every First Thursday at the Church of the 
Little Flower, Bethesda, MD 

Theological Reflection at 7:00 a.m. (fol-
lowing 6:30 a.m. Mass) in the Rectory 
Meeting Room. 

In addition, the same talk will be given 
every Third Thursday at the law firm of 
Cozen O'Connor P.C., Washington, DC, 
at 12:00 p.m. Lunch provided. 

Ray M. Aragon 
Erin Cromer 
John Foley 
Daniel Freer 
Claudia Hrvatin 
Matthew Ludwig 
John C. Paul 
Richard Powers 
Paul M. Schmidt 
Sponsor: Msgr. Peter Vaghi 

John DeStefano 
Allison DeStefano 
Kevin R. Edgar 
Guillermo Guillen 
Teresa Goody Guillen 
Sponsor: Jeffrey Paravano 

Hon. David A. Boynton 
Magdalena Boynton 
Nancy O'Connor 
Sponsor: Kim Fiorentino 

Peter Dixon 
William Ferreira 
Alexander Hoffarth 
Luis Lopez Stipes 
Sponsor: Elizabeth Meers 

Domenic Allegra 
Mary Anne Burke 
Sponsor: Kathleen B. Asdorian 

Kathleen Blanchard 
Ridge Blanchard 
Sponsor: Joel Buckman 

Lawrence Guthrie 
Karen Naumann 
Sponsor: Will Watson 

Michael Maibach 
Ramond Robinson 
Sponsor: Dan Hardwick 

Alexander P. Robbins 
Jason Weida 
Sponsor: Nicholas Ganjei 

Dr. Melissa Coughlin 
Sponsor: Donna Pennington 

Christine Curtis 
Sponsor: Michelle Lally 

Robert Doar 
Sponsor: William Conway 

Christopher Dunn 
Sponsor: Jack Murphy 

Kolie Erokwu 
Sponsor: jenn Bruneau 

Jennifer Gniady 
Sponsor: Mark Chopko 

Jessica Wedgewood 
Justin Wedgewood 
Sponsor: Fr. Patrick Lewis 

Joshua Dzurko 
Sponsors: Kathleen & Jeff Paravano 

Robert Hirt 
Sponsor: Ted Hirt 

Veronica Jennings 
Sponsor: Thomas Barker 

Sherri Kimbel 
Sponsor: John Lazar 

Heather Kratz 
Sponsor: Fr. Daniel Leary 

Brandon Newlands 
Sponsor: Chris Mitchell 

Thomas Scafide 
Sponsor: Gary Costello 

Noreen Verini 
Sponsor: Jane Sullivan Roberts 

Stephen Wohlgemuth 
Sponsor: Phil Ward 

Joseph Zappala 
Sponsor: Joseph Bailey 

2 — The Carroll Citizen 
1

 Advent 2019 



CHAPLAIN'S LETTER — ADVENT 2019 

My dear John Carroll Society members, 

As we begin a new liturgical Church year on the first Sunday of Advent 2019, we begin 
our personal preparations for the annual celebration of the birth of Jesus at Christmas. It 
is, moreover, a 4-week period which celebrates a 4000-year period of waiting by the Jewish 
people for the birth of our Messiah and Savior, Jesus Christ, a season of expectant joy. 

It is a time for us annually to reflect more deeply on the person of Jesus Christ born in 
history in a manger and alive in each of us, a theme that I treated in my first monthly talk 
entitled this year "Back to the Basics of our Faith." 

Who is Jesus? "Who do people say I am," Jesus asked His disciples? He teaches us, 
moreover, that He is the way, the truth and the life. Our faith is based, was born and continues to grow from 
Him who is the cornerstone of the church, His living body. 

The single best answer to the challenge of this season is to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ anew who 
— in His very Person — is the splendor of truth. Jesus Christ, in all His choices, His miracles, His teaching, the 
historical fact that He became man out of love for each of us, enfleshes Truth itself. For Christ and for each of 
us, truth has a face, a person with a face born in a manger — a face both human and divine. He is not simply 
a theological axiom. In His compassion, in His suffering, in His risen life, in His parables, in His infancy, His 
face rings with sure and certain truth. He is the way, the truth and the life. 

Most significantly, Jesus is the Savior of the world — your world and mine. He is the sole mediator between 
us and God. Stated theologically, the full and complete revelation of the salvific mystery of God is given in 
Jesus Christ, a child born in a manger. 

In Hebrew, Jesus literally means "God saves." It was the angel at the Annunciation who told Mary that she 
would bear a son "and you shall name him Jesus." (Luke 1:31) Significantly, His very name reveals both His 
mission and His identity. In His very name, His whole purpose is revealed — to save us. And what is the object 
of salvation? It is to free us from our sins. Thus to speak of Jesus without understanding the linkage to sin is 
simply to miss the whole reason why He became man. He is, after all, not just the Jesus of history. He is the 
Messiah, the living Christ. We are being affected, being transformed into Him, experiencing on-going redemp-
tion at this very moment. All Jesus did, said and suffered had as its aim the restoration of fallen humanity to 
its original vocation. Christ enables us — here and now — to live in Him all that He lived. By virtue of our Bap-
tisms, He lives in us anew. He continually reveals Himself to us today, transforming us in and through Him. 

And this mystery of His life and death began in a manger at Bethlehem. May this time of joyful prepara-
tion for the celebration of His birth bring you and your families closer to the very Person of Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the World and our Savior. 

Blessed Advent, 

Monsignor Peter". Vaghi 
Chaplain, the John Carroll Society  _.) 

Catholic University Provost to Speak on Intersection of Faith and Science 
The provost of The Catholic University of America 
.1. is scheduled to deliver the keynote address at the 

John Carroll Society's annual January Brunch. In his 
recently appointed role, Physics Professor Dr. Aaron 
Dominguez oversees the university's 12 schools as well 
as its libraries, research institutes and The Catholic 
University of America Press. Prior to becoming 
provost, Dr. Dominguez served from 2016 to 2019 
as dean of the School of Arts and Sciences. 

A graduate of Whitman College and Caltech, Dr. Dominguez 
earned his doctorate in physics from UC San Diego and served 
as a postdoctoral researcher at Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory. His main area of research is in using particle 
colliders to search for new physics, including the recently 

discovered Higgs boson. Dr. Dominguez's area of 
expertise is in instrumentation — designing, building, 
and using silicon charged particle trackers as precision 
tools to reconstruct the complicated interactions taking 
place in these collisions. 

The scientist and academic administrator will present 
his talk "Faith and Science In Our World Today" at the 
Society's upcoming January Brunch. 

This year, the event will be held on Jan. 12, with a Mass 
celebrating the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord held at 
St. Patrick's Church in the District. Following the Mass, connect 
with DC area alumni from Catholic universities for a brunch 
and presentation focused on Catholic higher education. 
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WWII Hero and JCS 
Member Joseph P. Vaghi, Jr. 
Honored in France 

Joseph P. Vaghi Jr., the 
first beachmaster to reach 
Omaha Beach on D-Day 75 
years ago this past June. 

This year, in commemorat-
ing the 75th anniversary of 

World War II's D-Day, a banner 
featuring the late JCS member 
Joseph P. Vaghi, Jr. was flown 
over the "Easy Red" section of 
Omaha Beach, the same beach in 
Normandy where Vaghi hero-
ically served as D-Day's youngest 
beachmaster. Part of the D-Day 
Committee's "Portraits of D-Day" 
exhibit, the banner honored 
Vaghi as one of the "WWII 
Heroes" who was instrumental 
in the Allies' liberation of France, 

which marked the turning point in the Western theater of 
World War II. 

Vaghi was the first beachmaster to reach Omaha Beach on 
D-Day. As a beachmaster, he was one of the first persons off 
the boat and was responsible for directing troops onto the 
field of battle and for evacuating casualties. He and 
his platoon remained on Omaha Beach for twenty-
three days, where they handled the administration 
of the largest land-sea invasion in the history of the 
world. Vaghi performed countless acts of heroism 
in his role, including protecting and saving several 
of his fellow servicemen. Following his meritorious 
service in France, for which he received the Bronze 
Star for service beyond the call of duty, Vaghi was 
sent to Okinawa, where he participated in the 
ground invasion. He later received the Legion of 
Honor Chevalier from the French government, 
France's highest civilian honor, in thanks for 

BOOK REVIEW by Ted Hirt 

his heroic contribution to that 
country's liberation during World 
War II. Vaghi also received the 
Croix de Guerre, which France 
awards to foreign military allies 
for heroic acts involving combat 
with the enemy. In 1995, Vaghi 
accompanied Vice President Al 
Gore to Europe to mark the 50th 
anniversary of victory in World 
War II. He was also featured in 
the Ken Burns documentary, 
The War. 

Vaghi is the father of the 
Society's Chaplain, Msgr. Peter 
J. Vaghi, and of JCS members 
Dr. Vincent J. Vaghi, Joseph P. 
Vaghi, III, and their wives and 
Nino R. Vaghi. Himself a member of the Society for twenty-
five years, the Society's high school scholarship is named for 
Vaghi and his late wife, Agnes E. Vaghi. Mr. Vaghi was also 
awarded the Society's JCS Medal. 

The WWII Heroes banner 
honoring Joseph P. Vaghi Jr. 
displayed over the "Easy Red" 
section of Omaha Beach 
in Normandy last June 
during the 75th anniversary 
commemorations of D-Day. 

Joseph P. Vaghi Jr. passed away in 2012 as the last surviv-
ing Navy beachmaster who bravely directed troops landing 
at Normandy on D-Day and beyond. This coming year will 
mark the 100th anniversary of Mr. Vaghi's birth. The Society 

fondly remembers him and congratu-
lates his family for this latest honor. 
As Vaghi's banner flying over Omaha 
Beach states, "Ne jamais oublier" —
"Never forget." 

St. Alphonsus Liguori Outlines Key 
Virtues for Holiness and Salvation 
The 12 Steps to Holiness and Salvation, 
from the Works of St. Alphonsus 
Liguori (TAN Books, 2012, $10.95) by SL 
Alphonsus Liguori. 

C t. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori, founder 
Li of the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, — the Redemptorists — wrote 
devotional books to help inspire religious 
fervor in the laity. The 12 Steps to Holiness 
and Salvation achieves that goal of the 
saint who also holds the title, Doctor of 
the Church. 

The book, divided into 12 chapters, ex-
plains a specific virtue for contemplation 
originally intended for each month of the 
year. That model is well-worth adapting to 
our contemporary reading habits — we can 

"pace ourselves" through 
this book because most 
chapters in the book are 
14-16 pages. 

Each chapter contains passages from 
Scripture and commentary by saints. 
For example, in "Meekness and Humil-
ity," St. Alphonsus describes humility as 
the "foundation and safeguard of all the 
virtues," noting that St. Gregory cautioned 
that individuals who tried to acquire other 
virtues without humility were "scatter-
ing dust before the wind." St. Alphonsus 
also observes that whenever St. Teresa 
"performed a good work or saw one per-
formed, she hastened to thank God for it." 

Throughout the book, St. Alphonsus 
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By Raj Noronha 

Joseph P. Vaghi Jr. showing his son and JCS 
member Dr. Vincent J. Vaghi maps of the 
D-Day landing. Joseph P. Vaghi Jr. died in 
2012 and family members will commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of his birth in 2020._____) 

provides solid preaching and practical sug-
gestions for our achieving a deeper sense of 
how we can conform our behavior to God's 
will. This ranges from our detachment 
"from the things of this earth" to how we 
can forestall the temptations of the world. 
St. Alphonsus also emphasizes Hope — the 
"supernatural virtue by which we confident-
ly expect, in virtue of God's promise, the 
endless happiness of Heaven and the means 
necessary for its attainment." That hope 
"must be firm and unwavering," for it relies 
on the Lord's promise of eternal happiness 
to those who keep His commandments 

Each chapter of this book is rich in content 
and spirituality. The 12 Steps to Holiness 
and Salvation is worthwhile for your home 
library and also at seven inches by four 
inches a portable devotional — handy for 
travel or reading "on the go." This book 
would make an excellent Christmas gift. 

C 
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At Red Mass Brunch, Attorneys, 
Law Firms and Chaplain Honored 
for Volunteer Service 

Continued from page 1 

bia and in the surrounding Maryland 
counties in the 2018-19 fiscal year to 
more than 3,500 people, all of whom are 
below the poverty line. More than 700 
individual attorneys and more than 45 
law firms volunteered pro bono hours, 
worth an estimated total value of more 
than $3 million. 

The John Carroll Society's 2019 Pro 
Bono Legal Service Awards were pre-
sented to three attorneys - Deacon Dar-
ryl Kelley, Andrew Larsen and Carolyn 
Ruyak - and to two law firms, Kirkland 
& Ellis, LLP, and Sidley Austin, LLP. 

Deacon Darryl Kelley has accepted about 
10 pro bono cases from the Catholic 
Charities Legal Network in less than 
two years. After his diaconate ordina-
tion this past June, Deacon Kelley chose 
to be assigned to the Legal 
Network as his charitable 
service assignment. He also 
serves as a deacon at St. 
Philip the Apostle Parish in 
Camp Springs, Maryland, and 
he and his wife Evelyn are 
the parents of three grown 
children. He formerly served 
as a Maryland state delegate 
for the 26th District. Deacon 
Kelley, a licensed attorney in 
the District of Columbia and 
Maryland, routinely agrees to 
accept pro bono cases from 
the Legal Network while 
managing a general law prac-
tice with his wife, who is also 
an attorney. 

Andrew Larsen has been conducting 
in-person client intake for the Legal 
Network since 2017. He also assists 
the program's director with evaluating 
the program's more difficult cases for 
legal merit and proper disposition. He 
frequently devotes time each week to as-
sisting the Legal Network and its clients. 

Larsen, now a lawyer at the United 
States Department of Commerce, grew 
up in the Washington, D.C., area and 
is a 2001 graduate of Gonzaga Col-
lege High School. He is licensed in the 
District of Columbia, Maryland, and 
Virginia. Larsen and his wife, Rita Marie, 
are parishioners at St. Augustine Parish 
in Washington. 

Carolyn Ruyak was initially recruited to 
the Legal Network by her father-in-law 
Robert F. Ruyak, Esq., a former and ini-
tial member of the Legal Network's Advi-
sory Council. Carolyn Ruyak worked as a 

staff attorney at the Legal Network from 
2006-09. After leaving the Legal Network 
to pursue a full-time role as a wife and 
mother of three children, she has con-
tinued to volunteer at the Legal Network 
to conduct in-person intake with the 
program's Spanish-speaking individuals, 
helping them obtain access to pro bono 
services. Ruyak is a licensed attorney in 
the District of Columbia and Maryland. 
She and her husband, Robert, and their 
three children are parishioners of the 
Church of the Little Flower in Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

The Legal Network has had a longstand-
ing association with the law firm of 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP, since the network 
formed in 1989. Over the past 30 years, 
the firm has accepted pro bono cases 
from the Legal Network on a variety of 
civil law matters. The Legal Network 
Advisory Council's first chairperson, the 
late Milan C. Miskovsky, Esq., served 
on the council for more than 10 years. 
Presently, James Gillespie, Esq., serves 

Archbishop Wilton Gregory stands with the awardees of the 2019 Pro Bono 
Legal Service Awards. Pictured from left to right in the front row are Carolyn 
Ruyak; Archbishop Gregory; Deacon Darryl Kelley; Bridget O'Connor rep-
resenting Kirkland & Ellis; and Jeffrey Paravano. In the back row from left to 
right are Andrew Larsen; Andrew Cook; Lucas Croslow representing Sidley & 
Austin; Msgr. Peter Vaghi; and James P. Gillespie representing Kirkland & Ellis. 

U 

as chairperson of the Advisory Council. 
In addition, Bridget O'Connor, Esq., 
another partner at the firm, is also serv-
ing on the Advisory Council. Thomas 
Yannucci, Esq., also a partner in the 
firm, is a past member of the Legal 
Network's Advisory Council. Attorneys 
from Kirkland & Ellis LLP volunteer to 
conduct in-person intake once a month 
for the Legal Network. The firm has also 
supported the Legal Network's annual 
golf tournament, which has been the 
program's major fundraiser for many 
years. Kirkland & Ellis LLP attorneys 
have also recently begun volunteering 
with telephone intake once a month. 
Gillespie and O'Connor represented 
their firm in accepting the award. 

The law firm of Sidley Austin LLP has 
offered strong support to Catholic Chari-
ties Legal Network over the past 30 years 
and is a major financial supporter of 
the Legal Network's Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi 

Endowment. Msgr. Vaghi, formerly an 
attorney at Sidley Austin, LLP, collabo-
rated with Washington Cardinal James 
Hickey to establish the Legal Network in 
1989. Terence Hynes, Esq., senior coun-
sel at Sidley Austin LLP, was formerly 
on Catholic Charities Legal Network's 
Advisory Council from 2010-12. In the 
fall of 2017 and 2018, Sidley Austin LLP 
loaned new associate attorneys to vol-
unteer with the Legal Network for three 
month periods. Both newly-minted 
attorneys worked with the staff, volun-
teers, and clients on the program's pro 
bono cases. 

Msgr. Peter Vaghi, who was ordained as 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton in 1985, has been an active support-
er and member of the Legal Network's 
Advisory Council since the Legal Net-
work was established by Cardinal James 
Hickey, who served as the archbishop of 
Washington from 1980-2000 and who 
died in 2004. Msgr. Vaghi, who before 
entering the seminary served as an at-

torney at Sidley Austin LLP, 
created the Legal Network's 
Advisory Council in 1989. 
Since then, hundreds of law-
yers and law firms have been 
involved with the program 
to promote access to first-rate 
pro bono legal services for 
low-income and homeless in-
dividuals residing throughout 
the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton. The Legal Network has 
received many awards over 
the years, such as the Justice 
Potter Stewart Award from 
the Council for Court Excel-
lence in 2001 and the DC Bar 
Foundation's Jerrold Scoutt 
Prize, which was awarded to 

the program's director in 2014. Msgr. 
Vaghi has personally recruited many 
outstanding lawyers and law firms to 
participate in the Legal Network. As a 
result, the network and its volunteer 
attorneys and supporting law firms have 
served more than 10,000 clients over the 
past 30 years. 

James Bishop, the director of Catholic 
Charities' Legal Network, announced 
the surprise award to Msgr. Vaghi, 
noting the priest's work in the found-
ing and the growth of the network, 
and in his advice that "whoever comes 
through your door, treat with dignity, 
respect and compassion, because they 
are human beings, and that is what our 
Church stands for." 

After receiving the award, Msgr. Vaghi 
said, "It was all the inspiration of Cardi-
nal Hickey. I was just a foot soldier." 

By Mark Zimmermann 
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TOP OF THE TOWN 

Younger Members Host Reception 

Members of the John Carroll Society enjoyed an evening of fellowship last September 18 at 
the annual Top of the Town reception. Each year the reception kicks off the programs for the 
society. Photographed from left to right: Andy Cook; Michael Huston; Michelle Lally; Jen 
Abbey; Mary Gen Ledecky, guest speaker; Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. Dorsonville; 
and John Vaghi. 

The annual Top of The Town event 
is a welcomed tradition that allows 

the John Carroll Society to say farewell 
to summer and greet the new fiscal 
year in fellowship while taking in the 
breathtaking views of our beloved 
home, Washington, D.C. This year, 
we had a record number of 113 JCS 
members and guests attend the event. 
We received four new applications and 
well over 150 pairs of socks to support 
the Archdiocese's "Walk with Francis" 
campaign. We were welcomed by 
Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario 
E. Dorsonville who led the opening 
prayer encouraging us to continue to 
grow in our spiritual life, embrace our 
community, and make the most of 
the opportunities created at the John 
Carroll Society. 

Our event speaker 
this year was Mary 
Gen Ledecky, 
mother of Olym-
pic gold medalist 
swimmer Katie 
Ledecky. Ledecky 
shared her family's 
trials and triumphs 
from encouraging 
Katie when she first 
began swimming at 
the local Palisades 
pool to cheering 
her daughter on 
at the Olympic 
qualifying race. At 
age 15, Katie was 
the youngest ath-

lete on the 2012 U.S. Olympic team, 
and continued making history at the 
2016 Olympics, bringing home five 
Olympic medals. Mary Gen enlight-
ened us with how she kept her fam-
ily's Catholic faith alive during these 
demanding years, and emphasized 
the Little Flower Parish community's 
enduring support. The Ledecky's 
are truly inspiring, reminding us to 
always keep God at the center of our 
busy lives. 

The Younger Member Fellowship 
wishes to thank the Byrne family for 
once again inviting us to the beauti-
ful venue, Top of the Town, and to 
Mary Gen Ledecky for sharing her 
story with us. 

By Michelle Merola Lally 

An annual event highlighting the efforts of the younger members, 
this year the Top of the Town Reception also featured a sock drive 
for the Archdiocese's "Walk With Francis" collection. Pictured here 
are the members of the Younger Member Fellowship Committee 
from left to right: John Vaghi, Michelle Lally, Jennifer Abbey, Suvia 
Yuan, and Michael Huston. 

Retreat Focuses 
On Jesus' 
Conversations 
'Taking a break from their daily rou-
1 tine, John Carroll Society members 

and guests gathered Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
Mount St. Mary's Seminary in Emmits-
burg, Md. for the annual Fall Retreat. 
The day-long event provided a chance 
for spiritual growth in preparation for 
the Advent season. Led by Father Dennis 
McManus, associate professor at Mount St. 
Mary's Seminary, this year's retreat focused 
on the theme of "The Conversations of 
Jesus" and featured Mass, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and Eucharistic Adoration 
as well as time for personal reflection and 
lunch. 

Bill Saunders, this year's retreat co-chair, 
said Father McManus reminded partici-
pants of the importance of speaking with 
Jesus both as seen in the past through 
Gospel stories and in one's own personal 
faith practice today. During the course of 
the day, the priest highlighted how "we 
need to be in conversation with God," 
Saunders said. Prayer "is life-giving, it can't 
be forced and Jesus is waiting for you." 

Saunders noted that both of Father McMa-
nus' presentations were "two of the best 
talks I ever heard." Father McManus "was 
such an effective teacher — his talks were 
very beautiful, moving." Saunders said the 
fall retreat -- which many members never 
miss — is unique that it offers wonderful 
talks, fellowship and sacraments all in one 
day. For busy people, the annual retreat 
is a great way to get away for a few hours 
and focus on faith, Saunders said. "You 
really get recharged spiritually," he added. 

By Lynnea Mumola 

Father Dennis McManus, associate professor 
at Mount St. Mary's Seminary led the Society's 
annual Fall Retreat on Saturday, October 26, 
presenting the theme "The Conversations of 
Jesus." 
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MEMIlmilBER NEW 

• The Arlington 
County Bar Founda-
tion honored Mark D. 
Cummings, attorney 
and John Carroll 
Society member for 
outstanding service at 
its annual Campbell-
Smith-Thompson 
Award and Donor-
Grantee Reception last summer. As the 
charitable arm of the Arlington County 
Bar Association, the Foundation raises 
money to support the local community 
in fostering access to justice, supporting 
families and juveniles at risk, sponsoring 
pro bono activities and legal education 
and fighting child and spousal abuse. 

Ilissa Belanger, current chairperson of 
the foundation presented this year's 

Campbell-Smith-Thompson Award to 
Cummings. The award is presented to 
a foundation director who has made 
outstanding contributions to the Board 
and the Arlington community through 
exceptional effort in raising funds and 
supporting the foundation it its charitable 
activities. Additionally, Cummings serves 
as adjunct professor at George Mason 
University Antonin Scalia Law School 

• Michael Huston, 
a member of the 
Society's Board of Gov-
ernors and an Assistant 
to the Solicitor General 
at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, deliv-
ered oral argument on 

November 4 before the Supreme Court of 
the United States in Kansas v. Glover. 

Archbishop Gregory Encourages Law Community to 
Reflect God's Justice and Mercy 

Continued from page 1 

Archbishop Gregory added, "We begin a new judicial season 
always filled with hope that honesty and integrity will prevail 
and that the laws of our nation will be properly applied and ob-
served. Those who work in the legal world carry a heavy burden 
and you must constantly work relentlessly to ensure that truth 
and fairness are not denied to any plaintiff or defendant." 

Society members remembered Archbishop Gregory preached at 
the Red Mass in 2002 when he was the bishop of Belleville, Il-
linois and then the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and in 2015 as the archbishop of Atlanta. The prelate 
said he was pleased to celebrate this year's Red Mass as the new 
archbishop of Washington. He was installed as Washington's 
archbishop in May. 

"New beginnings are always good for the 
soul," Archbishop Gregory said. "Each 
year at this time, the legal world opens a 
new judicial session and that also should 
inspire us to give thanks for the gift of 
this particular component of our freedom 
that is captured and operative in the 
courts of our land and in the opportunity 2 
to pursue justice as a legitimate expres-
sion of our freedom and hope." 

• Dan Kerns, former JCS Board 
member and currently Head of School 
Emeritus at Georgetown Visitation 
Preparatory School has recently been 
named as Director of Service Engage-
ment for the DC/Md Chapter of the 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC). 

DECEASED MEMBERS 

Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of the following members and 
friends of the John Carroll Society: 

Julianne Aaron 
Thomas J. Cholis, Jr. 

Bernard Hillig 
Dr. L Alberto Nunez-Trujillo 

Robert C. Odle, Jr. 

reflect the ideals of that work. "The statue of a woman wear-
ing a blindfold and often holding an ageless balancing scale 
is a frequent and apt symbol of what justice must be for all of 
us — evenhanded and without bias and prudent in attempt-
ing carefully to weigh all sides of an issue," he said. The figure 
seemingly "declines to be concerned about or even take notice 
of the appearance of wealth, age, gender, or power -- she only 
mulls over the merits of the issues that she carefully balances 
on her scales of justice." 

Concluding his homily, Archbishop Gregory prayed that, 
"May this new judicial season bring you increased wisdom and 
prudent judgments. May this new legal calendar bring our na-
tion a boundless new hope and confidence in our freedom as a 
people. And may God be glorified in all that you do in all the 
myriad courts and legal corridors of our land in attempting to 
reflect His always more perfect justice and mercy." 

Praising the important role that the Participants including U.S. Attorney General 
judicial branch of government plays, the William Barr proceed down the steps of St. 
archbishop added, "Every court in the Matthew's Cathedral following the 67th annual 
United States remains an enduring and ir- Red Mass sponsored by the John Carroll Society. 
replaceable manifestation of our freedom  
as a nation and as a people. Distinct from 
the legislative or executive branches of our government, your 
enduring value is primarily to be found in your careful and bal-
anced pursuit and impartial application of the twin virtues of 
justice and mercy under the laws of our country." 

Additionally, Archbishop Gregory noted that the artistic 
representations of justice adorning modern court buildings 

Concelebrants at the Mass included Arch-
bishop Timothy P. Broglio of the Archdio-
cese for the Military Services, USA; Bishop 
Michael F. Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia; 
and Washington Auxiliary Bishops Mario 
E. Dorsonville, Roy E. Campbell Jr., and 
Michael W. Fisher. The 13 priests concel-
ebrating the Mass included Msgr. Peter 
Vaghi, the chaplain of the John Carroll So-
ciety and the pastor of the Church of the 
Little Flower in Bethesda, Maryland; Msgr. 
W. Ronald Jameson, the rector of St. Mat-
thew's Cathedral; and Msgr. John Enzler, 
the president and CEO of Catholic Chari-
ties of the Archdiocese of Washington. 

At the beginning of the Mass, a Knights 
of Columbus color guard marched down the aisle carrying the 
U.S. and Vatican flags, and the congregation sang "The Na-
tional Anthem." As the Mass was ending, the congregation sang 
"America the Beautiful." The Red Mass was held 40 years to the 
day after Saint John Paul II celebrated Mass on Oct. 6, 1979 at 
the cathedral during his papal visit to Washington. 

By Mark Zimmermann 
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Summer Visit to Nats Park During Historic Season 
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On July 23 members of the John 
Carroll Society gathered at Nation-

als Park for the fifth annual outing to a 
Washington Nationals game. This year's 
match up featured the hometown Wash-
ington Nationals hosting the Colorado 
Rockies from the National League West. 
Once again with the generous help of 
JCS member Ray McKenna, our group 
of 40 JCS members and guests enjoyed 
a pregame talk by a Catholic member of 
the Nats organization. 

From left to right: "Trader" Jack McKeon, re-
tired professional baseball manager; Jeff Para-
vano, society president, and Ray McKenna, 
JCS member and founder of Catholic Athletes 
for Christ at the annual "Night at the Nats" 
presentation and game last July 23. 

This time we were treated to a memorable 
recollection of the decades-long career 
of Jack McKeown, special adviser to Nats 
General Manager Mike Rizzo. Recounting 
colorful stories of his years as manager of 
the Royals (1973-75), Athletics (1977-
78), Padres (1988-90), Reds (1997-2000), 
and Marlins (2003-05, 2011), 88-year-old 
"Trader Jack" stressed that daily Mass is a 
pillar of his life in baseball. Twice named NL 
Manager of the Year, McKeown said he at-
tributes much of his success — especially the 
Marlins' 2003 World Series Championship —
to the intercession of St. Therese of Lisieux. 

At game time our JCS group filled a block of 
seats beside shallow right field to see Nats 
ace and 2019 World Series MVP Stephen 
Strasburg pitch 6 innings with 8 strikeouts 
and no earned runs. The Nats offense 
jumped out to an early 2-0 lead before fin-
ishing off the Rockies with an 8-run barrage 
in the 7th inning, and totaling 17 hits in an 
11-1 rout. We were joined in the stands by 
Nats Chaplain Msgr. Stephen Rossetti (sub-
bing for Msgr. Vaghi) and new JCS President 
Jeff Paravano as we enjoyed great fellow-
ship and nice weather. The JCS anticipates 

putting another curly W into the books at 
Nats Park next season. 

Congratulations to the Nats on winning 
the 2019 World Series! Their improbable 
four-week playoff run was marked by 
historically great pitching, clutch hitting, 
and steely determination in nail-biting 
comebacks against favored opponents, 
especially the Houston Astros. Afterward 
a Washington Post columnist aptly ob-
served: "The 2019 Washington Nation-
als taught us all lessons— about patience 
and belief, about faith and fortitude, and 
about finding life where none seemed to 
exist." 

By Christopher H. Mitchell J 
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