ADVENT 2016

64th ANNUAL RED MASS

JANUARY BRUNCH

Justice Must Be Paired with Mercy

Editor of Catholic
Weekly to Address
January Brunch

hose who work in the
field of law have a
responsibility to administer
justice with mercy, Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis
said in his homily for the
John Carroll Society’s 64th
Annual Red Mass.
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T

he editor in chief of one of the country’s premier Catholic publications
will address the John Carroll Society at
its brunch that follows
the Epiphany Mass on
January 8.

The congregation at the
October 2 liturgy at the
Cathedral of St. Matthew
Cardinal Wuerl and Chief Justice Roberts leave the Cathedral of
included Chief Justice John St. Matthew after the Society’s 64th Annual Red Mass on Oct. 2.
Roberts and Associate Justices Samuel Alito, Stephen
in law when he told law students at the
Breyer, Anthony Kennedy, and Clarence
University of St. Thomas shortly before
Thomas. Also present were Attorney
his death that, “the rule of law is always
General Loretta Lynch, White House
second to the law of love.”
Chief of Staff Denis McDonough, and
Justice Scalia was also remembered in
Education Secretary John King Jr.
the prayers of the faithful and his son,
Washington Archbishop Cardinal Donald Eugene Scalia, proclaimed the second
Wuerl was the principal celebrant of the
reading.
Red Mass, which is held on the Sunday
All those involved in the administration
before the first Monday in October, when
of justice should make an effort to “get
the Supreme Court begins its annual
personal” in their work, Abp. Hebda said.
term.
“We need to remember that real people
Archbishop Hebda reflected in his homare at the heart of what we do and are
ily on the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
affected by the decisions that we make,”
Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis and
the lessons it offers for those who work in he said.

Rev. Matt Malone, SJ,
is the president and
editor in chief of
America Media, which
publishes the weekly Catholic review
America. The Jesuit publication, which
also has various new media initiatives,
was founded in 1909 and is well-respected for its work to report and provide
commentary on Catholic life and its relation to American culture and politics.
Father Malone was appointed the editor
of America in 2012, at which time he
was the youngest person in the history
of the magazine to serve in that role.
He was previously an associate editor
for America who covered foreign policy
and domestic politics. Father Malone
became a Jesuit in 2002 and was ordained to the priesthood in 2012. He
holds degrees from the University of
Massachusetts Amherst, Fordham University, the University of London, and
the Catholic University of Louvain.

the legal professions. He quoted the Holy
Father when he noted that, “Mercy and
justice are not contradictory realities, ‘but
two dimensions of a single reality that
unfolds progressively until it culminates
in the fullness of love.’”

The Society celebrates the Mass and
Brunch annually. This year, it will be
held on the Solemnity of the Epiphany,
which commemorates the visit of the
three wise men to the Infant Jesus. The
Brunch traditionally focuses on members of the academic community.

The requirements of justice should never
be neglected, Abp. Hebda observed, but
those entrusted with administering it
are encouraged to “pursue justice with
a brotherly or sisterly love for all the
persons involved.”

The Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m.
on Sunday, January 8 at St. Patrick’s
Church in Washington. JCS chaplain
Msgr. Peter Vaghi will be the principal
celebrant and homilist. The brunch
will follow Mass at the Grand Hyatt
Washington.
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He also encouraged those in attendance
to join together in prayer when faced
with the discouraging realities that
challenge our nation. “There is surely
strength in numbers,” he said.
The Red Mass – which takes its name
from the vestments that clergy wear to
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Justice Scalia, Abp. Hebda recalled, had
likewise reflected on the role of virtue
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Abp. Hebda paid tribute to the late Justice
Antonin Scalia, a “fixture” at the Red
Mass for almost three decades, whose
absence for the first time in recent
memory was felt by many in attendance.

By Mary Schneidau Sullivan
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NEW JCS MEMBERS

As of October 30, 2016

Matthew Burfiend
Paul Ray

Gwendolyn D’Souza
Lauri Cleary

Joan Ronnenberg
British Robinson

Karen Granger
Marjorie L. Mack

Leah Dempsey
Dennis Mahoney
Douglas M. McCabe
James C. O’Brien
Brett Pomainille
Daniel Hardwick

Dr. Linda Noelle
Davis Rajtik
Edward A. O’Connell

Christopher Anzidei
Welles Beary
Eugene Scalia
Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi
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James F. Bowe, Jr.
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Tory Matese
Cynthia Wright
Carol Grefenstette Bates

John Corrado
Maya Noronha

Matthew Tiberio
Erik Causey
Dr. Justin Schwab
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symbolize the presence of the Holy Spirit
– has been sponsored by the Society at
the Cathedral of St. Matthew in Washington, DC since 1953. Its purpose is to
invoke God’s blessing on those responsible for the administration of justice. It
first originated in Europe centuries ago
and was brought to these shores in 1928.
Among those concelebrating this year’s
Red Mass were Archbishop Christophe
Pierre, the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, and Arlington Bishop Paul S.
Loverde. Also present were Washington
Auxiliary Bishops Barry Knestout and
Mario Dorsonville, Military Archdiocese
Auxiliary Bishop Richard Higgins, and
Society Chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi.

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis delivered the homily at the 64th
Annual Red Mass.

By Mary Schneidau Sullivan

UPCOMING EVENTS

2016-17

December 3, 2016

March 26, 2017

ST. NICHOLAS MASS AND GIFT DRIVE

26th ANNUAL ROSE MASS

The Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda,
5 p.m. Mass

Church of the Little Flower, Bethesda,
10:30 a.m. Mass

Principal Celebrant: Bishop Mario E.
Dorsonville. Reception and visit with
St. Nick to follow in Parish Hall.

Principal Celebrant: Cardinal Donald
Wuerl. Homilist: Bishop Mario E.
Dorsonville.

January 8, 2017

Luncheon to follow in Parish Hall with the
JCS Pro Bono Health Care Service Awards

MASS AND BRUNCH FOR THE
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church, Washington,
DC, 10 a.m. Principal Celebrant and
Homilist: Msgr. Peter Vaghi.
Brunch following Mass at the Grand Hyatt
Washington, 1000 H Street NW. Brunch
Speaker: Rev. Matt Malone, SJ, editor of
America Magazine.
February 24-25, 2017
PRE-LENTEN DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Friday, 6:30 p.m. at the St. John Paul II
National Shrine
Saturday, 8:45 a.m. at the Washington
Retreat House
Retreat Director: Rev. Stephen W.
Planning, SJ

May 6, 2017
31st ANNUAL DINNER
The Four Seasons Hotel, Washington, DC,
6:30 p.m..
December 2016 through June 2017
FIRST THURSDAY AND THIRD
THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP
Speaker: Msgr. Peter Vaghi,
Topic: Life in Christ
Every first Thursday at the Church of the
Little Flower in Bethesda. Theological
reflection at 7 a.m. (following the 6:30
a.m. Mass) in the Rectory Meeting Room.
In addition, the same talk will be given
every third Thursday at the law firm of
Cozen O’Connor P.C., Washington, DC
at 12 p.m. Bring a bag lunch.

GOD’S SERVANT FIRST: THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF THOMAS MORE
This exhibit examining the patron of lawyers, politicians, and statesmen runs at
the St. John Paul II National Shrine through March 31, 2017. A tour of the exhibit
will be included in the Pre-Lenten Day of Recollection in February. The exhibit
also includes items from the Society’s namesake, Archbishop John Carroll. Please
be sure to visit!

Brendan McKay
Dennis McShane Potts
Adam Gustafson
Kaytlin Roholt
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Justice Must Be Paired
with Mercy
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NYC PILGRIMAGE

Welcome to
Catholic New York

S

ome 40 John Carroll Society pilgrims
received a hearty reception from the
Archdiocese of New York on our pilgrimage there over Columbus Day weekend,
October 7 to October 10. Our theme
of “The Saints of New York” provided
inspiration as we visited sites dedicated
to past and pending saints of New York
City and learned their stories.

Chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi delivered the
homily for the Columbus Day Mass at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral.

We began the pilgrimage with a warm
“bon voyage” from Msgr. Edward Filardi
at Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church
in Bethesda, concelebrated by our chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi. Our first stop
in New York was St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Msgr. Robert Ritchie, the rector,
guided us around the church, beautifully
restored in time for Pope Francis’ visit
to New York last fall. We even visited
the crypt under the altar, where the
late Archbishops of New York and two
candidates for sainthood – the Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen and the
Venerable Pierre Toussaint – are buried.
Cardinal Timothy Dolan then welcomed
us with his characteristic congeniality
and wit at a reception in his residence
adjacent to the Cathedral. On behalf of
the Society, President Tom Loughney
thanked Cardinal
Dolan for his hospitality and Channon
Lucas, vice-chancellor,
for her extensive
involvement in planning the pilgrimage.
The second day
focused on lower
Manhattan. Cardinal
Dolan joined us again

on Mother
for a panel discusCabrini’s life
sion on “Saints
and role as
of New York” at
founder of the
the Sheen Center
Missionary
for Thought
Sisters of the
and Culture, a
Sacred Heart
vibrant new arts
of Jesus and
organization
patron saint of
sponsored by the
immigrants.
Archdiocese of
A panel discussion of the “Saints of New York”
examined the lives of Ven. Fulton Sheen, Ven. Pierre
New York. The
New Yorkers
cardinal recount- Toussaint, and Servant of God Dorothy Day.
celebrate the
ed the life and
city’s Italian
role of Archbishop Sheen (1895-1979)
heritage on Columbus Day. We were
in bringing Catholicism into the homes
privileged to attend the Columbus
of millions of Americans via the then
Day Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
new media of radio and television and
as guests of Cardinal Dolan, who
in a manner appealing to Catholics and
celebrated various parts of the Mass in
non-Catholics alike. George Horton, of
Italian and English. Msgr. Vaghi gave
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
a masterful homily, focusing on Chrisof New York, discussed the canonizatopher Columbus’ mission as “Christtion cause of Servant of God Dorothy
bearer” to the New World. Bringing
Day (1897-1980), the 1920’s Bohemian
Columbus’ role down to the present,
journalist turned long-time Catholic acMsgr. Vaghi stressed the calling of
tivist for social justice. Brother Tyrone
each Catholic to participate in the
Davis, of the Office of Black Ministry
new evangelization by re-introducing
of the Archdiocese of New York, told
the faith to “each and every” person
the remarkable story of Pierre Toussaint
we meet in our daily lives.
(1766-1853), a Haitian slave who was
brought to New York City by his owners
and, after obtaining freedom in 1807,
became a leading patron of Catholic
charities there.
Afterward, we walked to the nearby
Catholic Worker St. Joseph House, one
of the many homeless shelters founded
by Dorothy Day, and observed firsthand the service to the poor taking
place there. That afternoon, we took the
ferry past the Statue of Liberty to Ellis
Island and contemplated the arduous
journeys of millions of immigrants, as
well as their hope and joy in their new
country. After our return to lower Manhattan, Msgr. Vaghi celebrated a Vigil
Mass for the pilgrims at the Church of
Our Lady of the Rosary. The church,
built on the site of a home where St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton lived during her
marriage, also houses her Shrine.

Chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi, pilgrimage
chair Elizabeth Meers, and president Tom
Loughney thank Cardinal Timothy Dolan
for his warm welcome of the JCS pilgrims.

On Sunday we journeyed to the northernmost part of Manhattan to tour the
Cloisters, a stunning
museum of medieval
art and architecture.
We also visited the
Shrine of St. Frances
Xavier Cabrini (18591917), where JCS
member Mary Ellen
Bork gave a reflection

Sr. Carol Loughney, IHM, Sr. Ritamary
Mayan, IHM, Msgr. Peter Vaghi, and
Sr. St. Henry Haiss, IHM share a smile.

Cardinal Dolan again hosted us for
refreshments at his residence after the
Mass. At his invitation, from the steps
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, we watched
the Columbus Day parade proceed
up Fifth Avenue. One float of ItalianAmericans with a sense of humor sang
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” in the
Cardinal’s honor. Saying farewell to us
as we began our trek back to Washington, he invited us to return for
another visit in the future.
In addition to the Archdiocese of New
York, the pilgrims extend thanks to
Msgr. Vaghi, Tom Loughney, Melissa
Park, and our travel guide Guido Adelfio for a most memorable pilgrimage!
By Elizabeth Meers
The author served as chair of the pilgrimage
committee and was instrumental to its success.
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FALL RETREAT

Fall Retreat
Examines a
Childlike Trust

ing a large group of University of Virginia
law students who made the pilgrimage
from Charlottesville. After a beautiful
Mass at St. Bernard’s Chapel and lunch,
Msgr. Baker led us in a second reflection
encouraging us to “trust like a child.”
He reminded us that “supernatural trust
n October 29, more than 60 Chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi, Chris Mitchell, Chair of
is faith,” and took us deeply through a
members of the John Carroll the Religious Life and Spirituality Committee,
prayerful analysis of Matthew 14, Chapter
Society and their guests spent
president Tom Loughney, retreat director Msgr.
22, when Christ’s disciples – especially St.
a day in retreat at Mount St.
Andrew Baker, and Mike Nardotti, Fall Retreat Chair
Peter – were tested on the waters of the
together at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary on Oct. 29.
Mary’s in Emmitsburg under the
Sea of Galilee. Msgr. Baker reflected that
guidance of our chaplain, Msgr.
absence of Our Lord can make us experiPeter Vaghi, and our retreat director, Msgr. Andrew Baker, the
ence a feeling of disorientation and fear – the battle between
rector of the seminary there. Msgr. Baker – an accomplished
chaos and calm – and reminded us that only by being weak
theologian and pastor – led us in reflections on “Trusting
and trusting can we acquire the strength that is found in the
Like a Child of God.” The morning talk reminded us of our
Divine Supremacy of the Cross.
divine filiation; that is, our baptism as the foundation of
With the reflections of childlike trust in our hearts, we shared
our lives as children of God and Christ’s role in reuniting us
a penance service and had a personal opportunity to go
to that intimate relationship with our Father. Msgr. Baker
to confession. We ended the day in the Glass Chapel near
suggested that we not try to be a “grown up” but, rather, to
the Grotto in the presence of Our Lord at adoration and
always strive to be a child of God and fulfill the universal call
benediction. We all left refreshed and re-energized – like a
to holiness as envisioned in the Gospels.
child – with gratitude for the gift of retreat with our beloved
After our morning talk, we had time for quiet reflection
chaplain, Msgr. Vaghi, and old and new friends with whom
and prayer in the embrace of a stunning autumn day and
we shared the glorious day.
in the company of old friends and a record number of new
members and guests who joined us in our retreat – includBy Kim Viti Fiorentino

O

T

hree attorneys and one law firm were
honored October 2 with the John
Carroll Society Pro Bono Legal Service
Awards that followed the 64th annual
Red Mass.
Paul Kurth, Robert B. Fitzpatrick, Relinda
Louisy, and the firm of Hogan Lovells
US LLP received their awards at a brunch
at the Capital Hilton for their service to
clients of the Catholic Charities Legal
Network. In the last year, some 700 attorneys at 60 firms have offered $2.8 million
in pro bono services through the CCLN.
Also honored at the brunch were Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda of Saint Paul
and Minneapolis for his wonderful homily at the Red Mass and U.S. Marshall Patrick A. Burke, who has assisted for years
with security at both the Red Mass and
during papal visits. They both received
the John Carroll Society Medal.
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, the Archbishop
of Washington, reflected on the year that
had passed since the visit by Pope Francis
to Washington, DC and the Holy Father’s
gift to share with clarity the Gospel message of mercy and forgiveness.
“We need to be a little bit more bold,
have a little more courage when we find
ourselves with the opportunity for quiet
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practices employment and employee
benefits law. In just the last year, he has
worked on six complex cases for clients
of CCLN and devoted more than 350 pro
bono hours to them. He has not only secured victories for clients, but also helped
set helpful precedents for future litigants.

Photo By Christopher Newkumet

Brunch Honors Pro
Bono Legal Service

Cardinal Wuerl addresses the brunch following
the Red Mass on Oct. 2.

witness,” Cardinal Wuerl said. “It’s our
turn now.”
The Cardinal said last year’s canonization
of St. Junipero Serra and this fall’s canonization of Mother Teresa are a reminder
that we, like them, must make a “constant effort to become a more effective
sign of the Father’s action in the world.”
“The Red Mass for me is always a great
affirmation of faith,” the cardinal said.
Kurth is the director of the Low Income
Taxpayer Clinic and the managing
director of Columbus Community Legal
Services at the Columbus School of Law
at The Catholic University of America. He
supervised students who helped deliver
community education seminars for Catholic Charities transitional housing participants. He has collaborated with others to
create the Tax and Accounting Network, a
new Catholic Charities program.
Fitzpatrick is the principal in the law firm
of Robert B. Fitzpatrick, PLCC, where he

Louisy is the principal in the Law Firm of
Relinda Louisy in Washington, DC. She
has served clients of CCLN for several
years and in the last year alone, devoted
more than 450 pro bono hours to a
CCLN client in a complex child custody
matter. She also offers “low bono” services for those who don’t qualify for pro
bono services.
Hogan Lovells is a top 10 global legal
services provider. Former partner John
C. Keeney Jr. attended the meeting at
which Cardinal Hickey announced the
formation of the Legal Network. Partner
Elizabeth Meers, the Society’s immediate past president, served as a member of
the CCLN Advisory Council from 2001
to 2010, including as chair from 2007 to
2009. Partner Ari Fitzgerald has represented the firm on the Advisory Council
since 2012. Moreover, a rotating group
of some ten Hogan Lovells attorneys has
conducted client intake for CCLN on a
weekly basis since 2012. The award was
accepted by Bill Curtin, who sits on the
firm’s board and is head of its mergers
and acquisitions practice.
By Mary Schneidau Sullivan

CHAPLAIN’S LETTER — ADVENT 2016

My dear John Carroll Society Members,

Photo by Eddie Arrossi

I have entitled my First Thursday/Third Thursday series this year “Life in Christ.”
As we begin this Advent, a new liturgical year, I thought it might be helpful to reflect
on what it actually means to live in Christ. A corollary question is, “What does it mean
that Christ lives within us?”
Christianity, after all, is not only a list of commands and prohibitions, as important as
they are to keep us on the straight and narrow. Instead, Christianity is a joyful way of living. When intentionally lived, it is a way of living that is different than other ways of life.
It is a way of life that gives us joy and hope as we look forward ultimately to eternal life with God. It
gives us that present assurance that Jesus, Son of the living God – in the power of the Holy Spirit – is walking with us individually and is a living presence in His Church, which we refer to as the Body of Christ.
And the Body is alive.
Jesus is our “companion” along the way. To break open the word “companion,” from the Latin, means
“with bread – cum panis” and we know that His companionship is ultimately revealed in the bread of life,
the Eucharist. Jesus is still walking with us on the road to Emmaus, where we ultimately come to know Him
in “the breaking of the bread.” He is walking with us to Jerusalem, our daily Jerusalems, and He is walking with us on the way to Calvary, our little Calvarys that daily reveal themselves to us in our sicknesses,
broken relationships, our losses of loved ones and employment, and daily loneliness and frustration, and
ultimately death. There is a Calvary in all our lives and happily Jesus is there with us as we break the bread
and are inserted into His loving companionship on the way to the cross and beyond to risen life.
When we walk with Him each day, especially in this Advent season as we prepare for Christmas, we
assuredly experience His joy, a joy the world cannot give. In the power of the Holy Spirit, if only we yield
daily to the Spirit, we are pulled into communion (or friendship) with the Father and the Son – into their
very life. As such we are enabled to live in deeper communion with each other in and through our communion with Jesus and His Father.
Wishing you a blessed Advent, I am

Monsignor Peter J. Vaghi
Chaplain, John Carroll Society

Board Member Appointed Archdiocesan Chancellor, General Counsel

C
Catholic Standard photo by Jaclyn Lippelmann

ardinal Donald Wuerl has appointed Kim Viti Fiorentino,
a member of the Society’s Board of Governors, as general
counsel and chancellor of the Archdiocese of Washington.
As general counsel, Fiorentino serves
as the archdiocese’s principal legal
advisor, overseeing legal affairs and
advising on all matters having legal
implications for the archdiocese,
including its some 620,000 Catholics,
139 parishes, and 95 Catholic schools.

As chancellor, she holds the highestranking job a layperson can have in
a diocese. In that role, she serves as a
member of the Administrative Board
which advises the cardinal on issues affecting policy and pastoral practices within the archdiocese. Canonically, the chancellor is responsible for ensuring the acts of the curia are gathered,
arranged, and safeguarded in the archive of the curia.
Before beginning her work for the archdiocese, Fiorentino
served as a senior partner in the law firm of Shulman, Rogers,

Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, specializing in litigation related to family matters.
Fiorentino is the third woman to serve as archdiocesan chancellor. She succeeds Cynthia DeSimone Weiler, who followed Jane
Belford, the archdiocese’s first woman and first lay chancellor.
Weiler and Belford are also JCS members; Belford served as the
Society’s first woman president.
Kim is a parishioner at Our Lady of Mercy in Potomac, where
she is active in numerous ministries. She is a founding member of the Parish Collaboration Project with the Langley Park
Catholic Community and has chaired the fundraising galas for
the Mercy Health Clinic.
In her past work, Fiorentino has consistently championed
the spiritual, intellectual, charitable and social causes of the
Society. In her new roles, she will prominently carry on the
Society’s legacy of service to the Archbishop of Washington.
Congratulations, Kim!
By Raj Noronha
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TOP OF THE TOWN RECEPTION

Judge Encourages
Public Service at
Top of the Town
Reception

M

ore than 75 members of the
John Carroll Society attended
this year’s Top of the Town reception,
which featured warm fellowship, stunning views of Washington, DC, and a
conversation with Judge Brett Kavanaugh of the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the D.C. Circuit.
Thanks to the generosity of the Byrne
family, which owns Top of the Town,
the gathering on
Sept. 14 began on the
lovely rooftop terrace
overlooking the Iwo
Jima Memorial, the
Lincoln Memorial,
the Washington
Monument, and
Capitol Hill. Many
old friends attended, along with new
faces marking their first JCS event.
For the evening’s main programming,
I was fortunate to interview Judge
Kavanaugh – himself a member of the
Society – about his faith and his career.
Judge Kavanaugh is an active participant in the Society’s support of the
St. Maria’s Meals program, and he

explained that such corporal works of mercy are
essential to his understanding of the Gospel.
That understanding was
shaped by his Catholic
education, which, Judge
Kavanaugh explained,
strongly influenced the
direction of his life.
Judge Kavanaugh spent Michael Huston, JCS Chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi, Judge Brett
Kavanaugh, and JCS President Tom Loughney (l-r) together at
time discussing his
the Top of the Town reception on Sept. 14.
extraordinarily distinguished career in the
the Holy Father with the Presidential
law, including his work in the White
Medal of Freedom.
House for President George W. Bush.
Judge Kavanaugh also discussed his
Among other notable memories, Judge
judicial philosophy, including the many
Kavanaugh reflected on his work in the
ways that he was influenced by the late
White House on September 11, 2001, as
Justice Antonin Scalia. Judge Kavanaugh
well as the opportunity that he had to
explained that the role of the judge in
travel with the President to meet Pope
our constitutional system is to apply the
Saint John Paul II, in order to present
law as it is written by the people’s elected
representatives, not to achieve whatever
outcome the judge personally regards as
best. He also challenged the program’s attendees—especially the younger members
just starting their careers—to make public
service a part of their professional lives.

Michael Huston, right, interviews Judge Brett
Kavanaugh, left, at the Top of the Town
reception on Sept. 14, with a stunning view
of Washington behind them.

Faith and Fellowship Claim
the Win at Nats Game

O

n July 19, the John Carroll Society hosted its second annual
outing to a Washington Nationals game at Nationals Park.
Assisted once again by JCS member Ray McKenna, founder of
the sports ministry Catholic Athletes for Christ, 50 of us arrived
early for the pregame treat of hearing private talks by Nats
starting shortstop Danny Espinosa and
bench coach Chris Speier (a 3-time allstar in the 1970s).
Espinosa explained how attending
Mass has enabled him to navigate
difficult times on and off the field as a
youth in California, in college at Long
Beach State, and especially in the major
league as injuries and the long season’s
grind inevitably take their toll. Speier
related his story of becoming a convert before marrying a Catholic in his
early 20s, and how his deepening faith
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The John Carroll Society is enormously
grateful to the Byrne family for hosting
us and to Judge Kavanaugh for sharing
the evening with us.
By Michael R. Huston

spurred him to found an independent Catholic school in Arizona
after his playing career ended in 1989. Both men described the
role of daily prayer in their lives, whether during the playing of
the National Anthem (Espinosa) or while waiting at a stoplight in
traffic (Speier).
Following these moving talks, we filled our block of seats beside
shallow right field to see the Nats play the Los Angeles Dodgers. Unfortunately, Nats’ rookie pitcher Reynaldo Lopez took his
lumps early, as the visitors’ leadoff homer
and strong hitting left the Nats trailing 6-1
after 5 innings.

Catholic Athletes for Christ founder Ray McKenna,
JCS chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi, Nats shortstop
Danny Espinosa, and JCS president Tom Loughney
at Nationals Park on July 19.

Although the Dodgers won 8-4, a fun
evening was had by our 70 ticketholders,
who included Society chaplain Msgr. Peter
Vaghi and president Dr. Tom Loughney.
The great JCS turnout for this event augurs well for another such outing in 2017,
and after seeing two losses so far the odds
are in our favor that we’ll be cheering the
Nats to victory next season.
By Christopher H. Mitchell

MEMBER NEWS
n A number of JCS members were recognized by Cardinal Donald Wuerl with papal honors for their role in organizing the 2015
visit of Pope Francis to the Archdiocese of Washington. J. Michael
Kelly was named a Knight of the Order of St. Gregory the Great.
Jane Belford, a past president of the Society, and Frank Persico
received the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Medal. Gabrielle Tucci, the
co-chair of the Young Members group, received the Benemerenti
Medal. Additionally, friends of the Society Msgr. John Enzler,
the president of Catholic Charities in the archdiocese, and Sarah
Yaklic, who has been featured as a Top of the Town speaker, received the Papal Jubilee Medal and Benemerenti Medal, respectively.
n Board member Maya M. Noronha attended Forbes magazine’s
summit in Boston from October 16 -18. She was invited to the
summit after being selected as one of Forbes’ 30 under 30 in Law
and Policy.

n Members Congressman Mike Ferguson, Anita
McBride, and Bernadette Semple were all featured speakers at events held during the Republican National Convention
in Cleveland in July. Ferguson addressed New Jersey delegates
at their hotel prior to a speech by
Gov. Chris Christie. McBride spoke
at the Global Oval event with Govs.
Haley Barbour and Mike Huckabee
at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
Semple spoke at the cybersecurity
forum with Rep. Michael McCaul at
Cleveland-Marshall School of Law.

DECEASED MEMBERS
Please pray for the repose of the souls of the following
members of the John Carroll Society:
Joseph L. Donnelly

Anne Barbera

Anne Boyle Berman

Arabella Hogentogler

Jonathan Bigony

Steve Lewis

Catherine Christopher

Louis Florenzo

Lenore D’Orsonville

Marion Matuszewski

William Colliton

John Cosgrove

Edward Keon

MEMBER PROFILE

WA RM E ST W E L C O M E A ND P RAYE RS
The Society welcomes Bishop Michael F. Burbidge
as the fourth Bishop of Arlington and our new neighbor. Bishop Burbidge, formerly the Bishop of Raleigh,
will be installed on Dec. 6. The Society also sends its
prayers and warm wishes to Bishop Paul S. Loverde,
whose retirement as Bishop of Arlington was accepted
after serving in that role since 1999. Bishop Loverde has
long been a friend of the Society and is a recipient of
the John Carroll Society Medal.
Prayers and best wishes are also due to Bishop Martin
D. Holley, who was installed as fifth Bishop of Memphis on Oct. 19. Bishop Holley served as auxiliary bishop of Washington since 2004 and was also a longtime
friend and recipient of the John Carroll Society Medal.

By Mary Schneidau Sullivan

Young Convert Finds a Family in JCS
uvia Yuan has been a member of
the John Carroll Society for only a
few short months, but she has dived
head first into its activities. She attended her first Red Mass and Brunch
on October 2. The following weekend,
she joined the JCS pilgrimage to New
York City.
Such passion and initiative are characteristic of the young convert to the
Catholic faith who has approached
each new phase of life with an open
heart and mind.
Yuan was born and raised in Shanghai,
China. She first came to the United
States as a middle schooler in an exchange program. When it came time
for college, she knew she wanted to be
in America and settled on the College
of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass.
It proved a providential decision.
It was at Holy Cross that she became
interested in government and politics,
an interest that led her to spend a
semester in Washington, DC and, later,

to move here to work in
the field for a seafood trade
association. And it was at a
traveling Holy Cross choir
performance at the Church
of the Little Flower in
Bethesda that she first met
JCS chaplain Msgr. Peter Vaghi, himself
an alumnus of Holy Cross.
Courtesy Photo

S

Msgr. Vaghi made an impression on her.
When Yuan, whose parents are Buddhist,
returned to Washington after her 2014
graduation from Holy Cross, she decided
she wanted to learn more about Catholicism. She turned to the one priest and
parish she knew here – Msgr. Vaghi and
Little Flower. After about 10 months of
instruction in the faith under guidance at
the parish, Yuan was baptized, made her
First Holy Communion, and was confirmed in March. Shortly after, she joined
the Society.
“I was never into religion when I was
young,” Yuan said, “but I always wanted
to learn. I wanted to look for my religion

at Holy Cross and try to understand American culture more
and religion plays an important
part in American life. The more
I study about the Catholic religion, the more I have faith.”
Yuan said the Society and the
pilgrimage to New York have
helped to “demystify” some aspects of the Catholic faith for her. She was
impressed by the lives of Catholic women
she learned about on the pilgrimage to
New York. In particular, she was happily
surprised to learn about the tremendous
work in the fields of education and health
care to which generations of women religious have dedicated themselves. Moreover, she was impressed that so many
women – especially in the Society and the
Archdiocese of Washington – hold positions of leadership in the Church.
JCS members have “achieved so much…
and they help in any way they can to
build a better community,” she said.
“Like Pope Francis said, it doesn’t matter
who you are but as a family we help each
other.”
The Carroll Citizen
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BOOK REVIEW By Ted Hirt

To the Martyrs,
A Reflection on
the Supreme
Christian Witness
by Cardinal Donald Wuerl (2015,
Emmaus Road Publishing, $22.95)

V

isitors to Rome’s Coliseum or
readers of Quo Vadis can imagine
the first scenes of Christian martyrdom.
The emperors provided “sport” to
the citizens of Rome by unleashing
hungry lions on the early Christians
or igniting them as human bonfires.
Of course, one reflects that those
persecutions were many centuries ago,
and humankind in the 21st century
is safe from religious persecution –
or similar barbarism.
In To the Martyrs, A Reflection on the
Supreme Christian Witness, Cardinal
Donald Wuerl, reminds us that the
religious persecution of Christians is
not “ancient history.” Instead, such
persecution is still a sad reality. Cardinal Wuerl explains that many Chris-

tians live in “constant danger” and that “more than
200 million Christians in
60 countries around the
world face some form of
restriction on their faith.”
What lessons can we draw
from such atrocities?
What can we do about
current persecutions?
Cardinal Wuerl addresses each of these
issues with eloquence. He begins with
the Bible and Church history. Jesus made
it clear to his disciples “that persecution
would be an inevitable part of the Christian experience.” We also are familiar
with the persecution of the early Church
and the martyrdom of St. Stephen. Imperial Rome criminalized Christianity and
persecuted its clergy and laity, but the
Church did not disband – rather, it was
strengthened. In the words of Tertullian
of Carthage: “The more you mow us
down, the more we grow in number.
The blood of Christians is seed.”
To the Martyrs includes summaries of
other persecutions, including those of
Communism and Nazism in the 20th
century. Today we witness the atrocities
of Boko Haram and ISIS. These ideologies

will not accept the truths of the
Gospel. Cardinal Wuerl quotes
the Venerable Fulton Sheen:
“The wicked fear the good,
because the good are a constant
reproach to their consciences.”
Cardinal Wuerl emphasizes that
persecutions occur because “there
are those prepared to commit them
and there are those who choose to
remain silent.”
What must we do? Cardinal Wuerl
urges us to pray daily that the persecuted Christians will remain strong,
that we must make our voices heard to
government officials and the media,
and that we contribute to organizations
that help Christians in troubled countries. “Let us act,” he writes, “so that no
one may say that we are complicit by
silence in something as horrendous as
the religious cleansing of nations.”
Cardinal Wuerl explains that the martyrs are directly relevant to our daily
lives. Citing Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI, he notes that very few of us “will
be called to martyrdom of blood, but
we are all called to witness ‘wherever
the Lord calls us.’”

For more information on the programs and services sponsored by the Society, contact: Colleen Mudlaff, Executive Director, by phone at (301) 654-4399.
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